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MARCH 1
Psalm 105:1-3

The words of the Psalm offer one way to deal with the consequences of
a pandemic. They invite us to think about what God has already done for us. Look,
we can do it! Just turn your mind to how many blessings we have already received
from him! How many good things, protections, pleasures, there have been. And
how many times has he pulled me out of an impossible situation when my pride and
stupidity got me there. Can it be calculated at all?

This kind of thinking slips unnoticed into our memory. According to the number of
years that have passed, it happened a long time ago; but in our minds ... Do you
remember your childhood? | do. And the older | get the more often | do
it. Childhood, adolescence, the first years of pastoral service. Not only did | not
know much, | didn't understand anything! How did it all happen and end up? And
how many times did | find myself at a crossroads without having any idea | was
there? And only in retrospect did | realize what was going on and that everything
could have been different. And so it went on, year after year, and continues right
up to today.

Even today, in a time of pandemic. As evil and cruel as it is, it does not have the
power to erase this miracle of God's enduring, retrospective blessing from our

hearts.

So let us join in the confession of the Psalm and seek the Lord. And so we do,
today. Lent is good for that. Maybe today it will seem to us again that we are not
succeeding. But after some time we will remember this time, as we have
remembered others, and notice that God really was with us. And one day, one day

it will be a meeting that is face to face. Thanks to you, Christ our Lord.

Daniel Zenaty, ECCB

1. BREZNA
Zalm 105,1-3

Slova Zalmu nabizeji jednu z moznosti, jak zvladat dGsledky pandemie. Zvou nés,
abychom premysleli o tom, co vsechno uZ pro nas Bah udélal. To zvladneme, vidte.
Jen si v duchu promitat, kolik pozehnani uz jsem od néj prijal! Kolik dobrych véci,
ochrany i potéseni, to uz bylo. A kolikrdt mne prece vytahl z nefesitelné situace, do
niz jsem se svou pychou, nebo hlouposti, dostal. Da se to vibec spocitat?

Tento typ prfemysleni pfejde nepozorované ve vzpominani. Podle poctu let uz se to
sice stalo davno, ale v nasi mysli... Vzpominate na své détstvi? Ja ano. Cim jsem stars/,
tim Castéji. Na détstvi, dospivani, prvni roky fararské sluzby. Kolik jsem toho nejen
neumél, ale viibec ani nechépal! Jak to, ze to proslo, a nakonec néjak obstalo?
A kolikrat jsem se ocitl na kfizovatce a viibec o tom nevédél; a az zpétné jsem poznal,
oc $lo a ze vSechno mohlo byt vse jinak. A tak to $lo, rok za rokem, a jde i dnes.

| dnes v Case pandemie. Jakkoli je zla a kruta, prece jen takovou moc nema, aby
tento zazrak trvalého, zpétné uvédomovaného Boziho pozehnani vymazala z nasich
srdci.

A tak se pfidejme k vyznani Zalmu a hledejme Hospodina. | my, dnes. Postni ¢as je
k tomu dobry. A mozna se ndm bude opét zdat, Ze se nam to pravé dnes nedari.
Ale az opét néjaky Cas uplyne, i na tento ¢as budeme vzpominat a fikat si, ale Bdh
se mnou skutecné byl. A jednou, jednou uzZ to bude setkani tvafi v tvar. Diky tobe,
Kriste, Pane nas.

Daniel Zenaty, CCE



MARCH 2
Genesis 22:1-9

Letter from Abraham
My dear followers in 2021,

I'm a little upset to hear that this story is said to be about my strong and stable faith,
which passed successfully the hardest trial. Tell me, what kind of faith is it to kill your
own child? And how can anyone test someone like that?

The director sharpened this powerful drama to the point of absurdity. In this sense,
it is a masterpiece: devilishly frightening scenes and a stylized description of reality
raise our questions. Mine too: it's not me, the phlegmatically obedient father who
walks with his son to his execution and just tells him without flinching that God himself
will look for a lamb for sacrifice. | was scared, screaming and did not understand
then. | believe that you will never be exposed to such a sharp Sophie's choice. But
| know that life brings various difficult choices and decisions, and your feelings are
like mine.

| understood up there. It is written that | looked around and saw a lamb for sacrifice
instead of Isaac. But the Hebrew Bible says that | raised my eyes as if looking up. Yes,
| suddenly saw things from a different plane, from a different perspective. | saw and
understood that God did not want Isaac's blood. That he doesn't want any human
blood - then or now or never in the future. The horror of human sacrifices and God's
cruelly malicious trials is not true. The truth is the living Isaac returning home with

me.

Remember me when someone tells you about God's trials and God's punishments.

| think this drama is in the Bible mainly so that we can understand what God is not
like. We don't understand many things. It is normal not to understand, to be afraid,
to scream. But in addition, we can also call, pray and hope. In the One who himself,
long after my story, underwent the highest sacrifice. And that is enough for all our
suffering.

Stay safe in his hands, your forefather, Abraham.

Pavel Hanych, ECCB

2. BREZNA
Genesis 22,1-9

Dopis od praotce Abrahama
Moji mili nasledovnici v roce 2021,

trochu se désim, kdyz dnes slycham, Ze tento pfibéh je pry o moji silné a pevné vite,

ktera obstéla ve zkousce nejtézsi. Prosim vas, co je to za viru, zabit vlastni dité? A jak
mUze nékdo nékoho takhle zkouset?

To silné drama vyostfil rezisér az do absurdna. V tomto smyslu je to majstrstyk:
dabelsky désivé scény a stylizovany popis reality vzbuzuje nase otézky. | moje: to
pfece nejsem ja, ten flegmaticky poslusny praotec, ktery kraci se synkem po boku na
jeho popravisté a jesté mu jen tak bez pohnuti sdéli, ze Bih sém si vyhlédne beranka
k obéti. Ja jsem se tehdy prece bal, kficel a nechapal. Véfim, Zze vy ve svém Zivoté
takto vyhrocené sofiiné volbé vystaveni nebudete. Ale vim, ze Zivot pfinasi rlizné
tézké volby a rozhodovani, kdy vase pocity byvaji podobné tém mym.

Ja jsem pochopil tam nahore. PiSe se o mné, ze jsem se rozhlédl a uvidél beranka
k obétovani namisto Izaka. Ale v hebrejské Bibli stoji, ze jsem pozved! oci, jakoby
pohlédl| vzhiru. Ano, najednou jsem vidél véci z jiné roviny, jinou optikou. Uvidél jsem
a pochopil, Ze Blih nechce Izakovu krev. Ze nechce Z4dnou lidskou krev — tehdy ani
ted ani nikdy v budoucnosti. Horor o lidskych obétech a kruté Skodolibych Bozich
zkouskach neni pravda. Pravda je Zivy 1zak, ktery se se mnou vratil doma.

Vzpomente si na mé, az vam zase nékdo bude vypravét o bozich zkouskach a bozich
trestech. Myslim, Ze tohle drama je v bibli hlavné proto, abychom jako lidé pochopili,
jaky BUh neni. Mnoha vécem nerozumime. Je normalni bat se, kficet a nechéapat. Ale
vedle toho mdzeme také volat, prosit, modlit se a doufat. V toho, ktery sém, davno
po mém pribéhu, podstoupil obét nejvyssi. A proto staci i na véechna nase trapeni.
Do jeho rukou vas porouci

vas praotec Abraham.

Pavel Hanych, CCE



MARCH 3
Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45

Eyes Wide Open

The psalmist tells us of God's steadfast care. God promises to care for his
people. And he does. In other words, promises made and promises kept.

In this Lenten season as we reflect and prepare for Easter, it is a good time to think
about promises we have made and kept, promises and the implication of
a promise. God's promises to us.

Have you noticed? Have you received? Did you cherish? We surely would like to
feel that we could answer yes. And we can. | invite you to go outdoors and look
around you. There you see the promise revealed to your eyes.

If you are in a cold climate, as am |, you will doubtless see leafless trees and brown
grasses. But do not declare them dead. There is life in the trees, they are resting,
gathering energy to burst into bloom in a few short weeks. Walk into the garden
and look closely. See how many signs of the future blooms are already in sight.

Yes, Spring! Spring is God's promise to us. The season of new birth, new

beginnings. Pause and reflect and be grateful.

Gene Way, Davidsonville, MD, First Presbyterian Church, Annapolis, MD

3. BREZNA
Zalm 105,1-11, 37-45

Méjme oci oteviené

Zalmista ndm vypravi o neochvéjné Bozi péci. Pan Blih slibuje, Ze se o svij lid
postara. A skutecné tak cini. Jde tu o sliby a jejich dodrzovani.

Toto postni obdobi, béhem néhoz rozjiméme a pripravujeme se na Velikonoce, je
vhodnym casem k premysleni o slibech, které jsme dali a (ne)dodrzeli, a také
o dUsledcich takovych slibl. Pojdme se zamyslet nad tim, co Pan slibil nam.

Vnimali jsme tyto Bozi sliby? Byli jsme obdarovani? Cenili jsme si toho, co nam bylo
dano? Jisté bychom si radi odpovédéli kladné — a my dokonce mizeme. Zvu vas,
abyste vysli ven a rozhledli se kolem sebe. Uvidite, Ze se vam Bozi sliby vyjevi.

Pokud bydlite v oblasti s chladnéjsim podnebim, tak jako ja, pozorujete kolem sebe
holé vétve stroml a seschlou travu. Nemysleme si vsak, ze jsou mrtvé. V téch
stromech je Zivot; pfiroda pouze odpociva a nabira silu, aby pak v pIné krase rozkvetla
a zazelenala se. Projdéte se po zahradé a dobre se divejte. Jiz ted'je patrnych mnoho
naznak( brzkého rozpuku.

Jaro! Jaro je Bozi slib pro nas. Obdobi znovuzrozeni, novych zacatkd. Zastavme se,

rozjimejme a budme vdécni.

Gene Way, Davidsonville, MD, First Presbyterian Church, Annapolis, MD



MARCH 4
Psalm 19, Exodus 19:1-9a, 1 Peter 2:4-10

Hope for Tomorrow

This year in Diakonia we are celebrating the value of hope. Even without the concerns
of the pandemic, hope is the best encouragement. When a person feels he is at the
end of his strength, when the worries, sorrows, and sadness of everyday life befall
him, when he stops seeing the sun, which will rise tomorrow, there is often nothing
left to do but hope.

But what exactly is hope?

And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. (Exodus 19.6) We
know the word promise from the Bible. It appears many times. Scripture is full of
promise when Abraham is invited for a journey from Ur to a country that will become
his home. Promise sounds similar to the people of Israel in Egypt. Get up, come out,
follow me. And | will give you land and protection. | will make you a great nation. This
is God's promise. In these promises slaves become priests. To take this way is to have
hope.

For it is written in the scripture, Behold, | lay in Zion a chosen stone, a cornerstone,

a precious stone; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame (1 Peter 2: 6).

Hope means having courage, looking forward, and believing in a meaningful
tomorrow. Hope doesn't come from our own strength, effort, skill or wealth. It comes
from above. We know this from the New Testament. Hope comes to a man in Christ,
who transforms the human view of the world. He says to a man: come, follow me. Let
the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight,
O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer (Psalm 19.15).

We are invited to hope. That is what God offers a man. Protection and the future.
And, of course, a man can choose to live on in his bondage. He can continue to live
a life that sees no meaning in tomorrow. But when he accepts the challenge of hope,
not only his future but his present will change. Longing and sadness over the weight
of today turns into the sun of tomorrow. And when a man realizes it, when hope
dwells in his heart, then his mouth confesses praise and thanks. And tomorrow will

be meaningful.

Stépan Brodsky, Diaconia ECCB

4. BREZNA
Zalm 19, Exodus 19,1-9a, 1. Petr(iv 2:4-10

Nadéje zittka

V letosnim roce v Diakonii slavime rok hodnoty nadéje. Nejen v kontextu svétové
pandemie je to to nejlepsi povzbuzeni. Kdyz se clovék citi na konci sil, kdyz na néj
padaji starosti, strasti a smutek vSedniho dne a Zivota vibec, kdyz prestava vidét
slunce, které vyjde i zitra, v takovych situacich casto nezbyva chytit se ni¢eho jiného,
nez nadéje. Ale co to vlastné je nadéje?

Budete mi kralovstvim knézi, pronarodem svatym. (Exodus 19,5)

Z bible zndme slovo zaslibeni. Zni tam mnohokréat. Velmi silné zni Abrahamovi, kdyz
ho zve zUru na cestu do zemé, kterd se stane jeho domovem. Podobné zni
Izraelskému lidu v Egypté. Vstan, vyjdi, nasleduj mne. A ja ti dam zemi i ochranu.
Ucinim té velikym narodem. To je Bozi zaslibeni. V tom zaslibeni se z otrok( stavaji
knezi. Jit touto cestou, to je cesta za nadéji.

Nebot v Pismu stoji: "Hle, kladu na Siénu kamen vyvoleny, Uhelny, vzacny; kdo v ngj
véri, nebude zahanben.” (1. Petrova 2,6)

Nadéje znamenéa odhodlat se, vyhlédnout, véfit, ze i zitrek bude mit smysl. A vibec
to nemusi byt zplsobeno moji silou, snahou, umem nebo bohatstvim. Je to rozmeér
nadéje, ktery se cloveéku deéje svrchu. Zname to z Nového zakona. Nadéje k clovéku
prichazi v Kristu, ktery proménuje lidsky pohled na svét a ¢lovéku fika: pojd se mnou
touto cestou.

Kéz se ti libi feC mych Ust i to, o ¢em rozjimam v srdci, Hospodine, ma skalo, vykupiteli
mdj! (Zalm 19,15)

Pozvani k nadéji. To je to, co Bih ¢lovéku nabizi. Ochranu a budoucnost. A clovék
samoziejmé mUze zit dal ve svém otroctvi. Mze dél Zit zivotem, ktery nevidi v zitrku
smysl. Ale kdyz prijme vyzvu nadéje, proméni se nejen jeho budoucnost, ale uz
pritomnost. Stesk a smutek nad tizi dneska se proméni ve slunce zitrka. A kdyz to
¢lovéku dojde, kdyz se mu nadéje usidli v jeho srdci, jeho Usta pak vyznaji chvalu

a dik. A zitfek bude mit smysl.

Stépéan Brodsky, Diakonie CCE
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MARCH 5
Psalm 19

Words Matter

In the midst of the traumatic events in the States of an attempted insurrection in
Washington D.C. and confrontation with the power of white supremacists, we took
a house guest to Philadelphia to visit Independence Hall. (In a Covid safe way!) We
stood in the room where the Declaration of Independence was debated and
endorsed. Our National Park guide repeated the admonition, “Words matter.” She
reminded us that John Adams assumed that July 2 would be the day to recognize
independence but his colleagues insisted on additional edits so July 4 turned out to
be the day. Because ...... words matter.

In Psalm 19 we read that “the heavens are telling” (vs. 1), that even though there are
no words, ironically, “their words go out to the end of the world,” (4) and we glory in
the law, precepts, commandments, fear of the Lord and ordinances (7-10). The psalm
ends with the prayer: “let the words of my mouth .... be acceptable to you, O Lord..."
(14)

Words matter. We suffer from words of hate. We are hurt by leaders who stir up
emotions, money and votes with racist rants. We are also motivated by words of
kindness and inspired to act with words of calling and purpose. Mindful that words
matter, consider your words today .... words of kindness for a person in trouble, words
of comfort for those who suffer, words of justice for the oppressed, words of hope

for those living in darkness. Words matter. You have the power of your words.

Gracious God, your word brings light into darkness and order out of chaos. “Let the
words of my mouth and the mediation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my

rock and my redeemer.” Amen.

William L. Hathaway, Wilmington, Delaware, USA

5. BREZNA
Zalm 19

Na slovech zalezi

Uprostred bourlivych udalosti, kdy ve Washingtonu D.C. doslo k nasilnému vniknuti
do Kapitolu a Spojené staty byly naplno konfrontovany s moci radikall vyznavaijicich
nadrazenost bilé rasy, jsme pozvali do Filadelfie hosta na prohlidku ,Independence
Hall”. Stali jsme v mistnosti, kde se o znéni Deklarace nezavislosti jednalo a kde bylo
schvaleno. Nase prlvodkyné Narodnim parkem zopakovala varovani ,na slovech
zalezi". Pfipomnéla nam, Zze John Adams predpokladal, ze 2. Cervenec bude dnem
uznani nezavislosti, ale jeho spolupracovnici trvali na dalSich Upravach, finalnim

datem nakonec bylo az 4. cervence. Pravé proto, Ze na slovech zalezi.

V Zalmu 19 ¢teme, Ze ,nebesa vypravuji® (2. vers), a Ze ackoli paradoxné nejde o slova,
,Zni jejich hovor po Sirém sveté” (5. vers). Plesame a tésime se z Hospodinova zakona,
jeho svédectvi, ustanoveni a prikazani, bazné i radd (verSe 7-10). Zalm kondf
modlitbou: ,Kéz se ti libi fe¢ mych st (vers 15).

Na slovech zalezi. Trpime slovy nenavisti. Jsme zranovani lidry, ktefi usiluji o to vifit
emoce, penize a volebni hlasy rasistickymi vykfiky. Jsme vSak povzbuzovani slovy
laskavosti, ktera nas inspiruji k jednani. Pamétlivi toho, Ze na slovech zalezi, mysleme
na to, co vychazi z nasich Ust. Hledejme slova laskavosti pro lidi v nesnazich, slova
Utéchy pro ty, ktefi trpi, slova spravedInosti pro utlacované, slova nadéje pro ty, ktefi
ziji v temnoté. Na slovech zalezi. Slova mate ve své moci.

Dobrotivy BozZe, Tvé slovo prindsi svéetlo do temnoty a vndsi fad do chaosu. ,At jsou

u

pro Tebe slova mych tst a mého srdce pfijatelnd. O Pane, moje skdlo a mdj Vykupiteli.

Amen.

William L. Hathaway, Wilmington, Delaware, USA



MARCH 6
Mark 9: 2-8

Where has Andrew Gotten Stuck?

Envy has been and probably will always be a widespread emotion. Therefore, | dare
to assume that also among Jesus' twelve there were those who envied their three
comrades, Peter, John, and James. What a privilege and honor it was to be on the
mountain with Elijah, Moses, and Jesus, when the Old Testament was meeting with
the New Testament, when they were allowed to hear God's voice from heaven on

their own ears.

| wonder what the reaction of Andrew, the older brother of Peter, was like. Didn't he
think that he should have been there with Peter, John, James? When the Zebedee
brothers were there, wasn't he all the more so entitled to this? Moreover, it was
Andrew who was Jesus' first disciple. It was him who later brought his younger brother
Peter Jesus, who then only later became so popular.

We don't really know much about Andrew. There are only a few mentions of him in
the Bible. We don't even know whether the Greek name Andrew was his original
name.

Andrew, however, despite his apparent invisibility, was quite essential in preparing
the way for God's kingdom. Had he not invited Peter, there would be no... So let us
also spread the message of God's grace regardless the fact whether we become

famous for it or not.

Hana Slamova, ECCB

6. BREZNA
Marek 9,2-8

Kde zistal Ondrej?

Zavist je, byla a asi i bude hojné rozsirena emoce... proto si dovoluji predpokladat, ze
mezi JezisSovymi dvanacti se nalezli taci, ktefi svym tfem privilegovanym soudruhdm,
Petrovi, Janovi a Jakubovi, zavidéli. Vzdyt to musela byt ohromna cest byt pfitom,
kdyz se na hore skrze Eliase, Mojzise a Jezise spojil Stary zdkon s Novym. Na vlastni
usi mohli slyset Bozi hlas z nebe.

Zajimalo by mé, co si o tom myslel Ondfej, Petrlv starsi bratr. Treba si fikal, ze tam
mél byt také. Kdyz u toho mohli byt sourozenci Zebedeovci, pro¢ ne s Petrem také
on? Pravé Ondfej byl pfece prvnim JeZiSovym ucednikem. Teprve
pozdéji k nému prived! svého mladsiho, casem mnohem popularnéjsiho bratra Petra.
O Ondrejovi toho mnoho nevime. V Bibli je o ném jen par zminek. Jestli je recké
jméno Ondrej jeho pldvodnim jménem, to také s jistotou nevime.

Navzdory své zdanlivé neviditelnosti se pravé Ondrej zaslouzil o Bozi kralovstvi. Vzdyt
kdyby k tomu nebyl pfizval Petra... | my Sifme zvést o Bozi milosti bez ohledu na to,

jestli se tim proslavime nebo ne.

Hana Slamové, CCE



MARCH 7, 3" Sunday of Lent
John 2:16

Our theme this year is ,Be merciful as your Father is merciful”. Does this theme match
Jesus' behavior in the cleansing of the temple? Where is the indulgence, kindness,
meekness and understanding? Where is this mercy of Jesus according to the Father’s
pattern?

Perhaps, instead of considering His roughness, let's try to turn elsewhere. To what
the Father's mercy is all about. Isn't it exactly about love? About the love that did
everything to make each person not just a creation of God, but also His child through
faith in Jesus Christ? If so, then it is no wonder that Jesus behaves so hard. After all,
He cares about each one, therefore He forces to proclaim the mercy of the Father
clearly and without impurities.

Where others squint an eye to the iniquities, He sees sharply and discerns
clearly. Where we lower the bar, He does not discount. Where we enter incorrect
community, there He sees the scandal. He insists on His own way.

Perhaps because today’'s church has ceased to be the center of prayer life, God the
Father in His mercy has whipped up the coronavirus into the remnants of our
community to blow out the chaff. Perhaps because we spend only the remnants of
our time in God's presence, and takes only care mostly of ourselves, God the Father
in His mercy has whipped up the coronavirus to remind us of what really matters.

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming to us today — to Your temple, which also needs
purification. Remove all that diminishes mercy and glory of God the Father. We want
to belong fully to God, to serve Him, and to glorify Him. Amen.

J. Wiera Jelinek, ECCB Ratibor

7. BREZNA, 3. nedéle postni
Jan 2,16

Letosni rok prozivame pod heslem Budte milosrdni jako je milosrdny vds Otec. Ladi
toto motto, ladi tato JeziSova vyzva s jeho chovanim béhem ocisténi chramu? Kde je
tu shovivavost, laskavost, mirnost a néjaké to pochopeni? Kde je JeziSovo
milosrdenstvi, jehoz predobrazem je Bih Otec?

Misto toho, abychom se zaobirali pfikrosti jeho jednani, zkusme se obratit jinam.
A totiz k tomu, co je vlastné podstatou Otcova milosrdenstvi. Neni ji snad laska?
Laska, ktera udélala vsechno pro to, aby kazdy jednotlivec byl nejen stvofenim Bozim,
ale aby se skrze viru v Krista stal Bozim ditétem? Pokud ano, potom neni divu, ze se
Jezi$ chova stroze. Vzdyt mu na kazdém jednotlivci zalezi, a proto vyzaduje, aby
Otcovo milosrdenstvi bylo zvéstovano jasné, bez pfimeési jakychkoli necistot.

Kde jini pfimhoufi nad nepravostmi oko, On vidi ostfe a rozlisuje. Kde my snizujeme
latku, On neslevuje. Kde se my zafazujeme do pochybné spolecnosti, tam On ztropi
skandal. Narocné trva na svém.

Mozna proto, ze dnesni cirkev prestala byt stfediskem modlitebniho Zivota, Bih Otec
ve Svém milosrdenstvi zasahnul bicem koronaviru do zbytk( naseho spolecenstvi,
aby z ngj vyfoukal plevy. Mozna proto, ze travime v Bozi pfitomnosti jenom zbytky
svého Casu a vétsinou si kazdy hledime jen svého, Blh Otec ve Svém milosrdenstvi
zasahl bicem nemoci do toho, co zbylo, abychom si pfipomnéli, na ¢em opravdu
zalezi.

Pane JeZisi, dékujeme, Ze dnes pfichdzis k nam — do svého chrdmu, ktery také potfebuje
ocisteni. Vyzen z néj vsechno, co milosrdenstvi a pravou oslavu Otce degraduje
a korumpuje. Chceme plné patfit Bohu, slouZit Jemu a oslavovat Jej.

J. Wiera Jelinek, CCE Ratibof



MARCH 8
Psalm 84

One of my favorite pieces of music is the chorus from A German Requiem by
Johannes Brahms: How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place. The music is truly a colorful and
moving description of this Psalm so | hope you will take a few minutes to listen to
this  work. A beautiful  YouTube
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQwZuTjFDQ.

recording can be  found

The Bible often speaks of the beauty of God and the loveliness of His dwelling place.
This psalm reminds us of our need for a home with God. We all need holy places; we
all need to be home with God. God's people show their deep commitment to Him by
longing to be with Him and His people, and today’'s passage provides us with an
example of one who was devoted to the Lord above all else.

Where is our holy place? Is it a physical place where we go to worship God? Certainly,
our sanctuaries can be beautiful, the decorations can be beautiful, and the music can
be beautiful. In the days of the psalmist, the temple was beautiful because God chose
to dwell there. When the people turned to idolatry, God chose to leave the temple
and it was no longer lovely (see Ezekiel 10).

By ourselves, we are unlovely and unfit to dwell in the Lord’s presence. But in His
grace, God has provided a way to make us lovely, covering us with the loveliness of
the righteousness of His Son when we trust only in Jesus for salvation.

Lord, we thank you for dwelling in us and making Your home with us. We pray that
you will help us draw others to You so that they may dwell in Your presence also. In

Jesus' name, Amen.

Rich Pinkerton, Southminster Presbyterian Church

8. BREZNA
Zalm 84

Jednim z mych oblibenych hudebnich dél je refrén z némeckého Requiem od
Johannesa Brahmse: Jak libezni jsou tvoji pfibytkové. Hudba je skutecné pestrym
a dojimavym popisem tohoto zalmu; doufam proto, Ze si najdete par minut
a poslechnete si jej. Nadherny zédznam na YouTube najdete na tomto odkazu:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQwZuT|FDQ.

Bible ¢asto hovofi o Bozi krase a nadhere Jeho pribytku. Tento Zalm ném pripomina
nasi potfebu mit domov s Bohem. Vsichni potfebujeme svata mista; vSichni
potfebujeme prebyvat u Pana. Bozi lid projevuje hloubku své oddanosti ve své touze
byt s Bohem a s jeho lidem. Dnesni biblicky text ndm poskytuje priklad toho, kdo byl
nade vée oddan Panu.

Co je nasSim svatym mistem? Je to fyzické misto, kam chodime uctivat Boha?
Samoziejmé, nase svatyné mohou byt prekrasné, vyzdoba mdze byt skvostna
a hudba mdze byt libezna. Za dnd zalmisty byl chram krasny, protoze se tam Buh
rozhodl prebyvat. Kdyz se vSak lidé obrétili k modlarstvi, Blih se rozhodl chrdm opustit
a ten svoji krasu pozbyl (viz Ezechiel 10).

Sami ze sebe nejsme libezni a nejsme hodni prebyvat v pritomnosti Pana. Ale Pan

Bih méa& moc nas libeznymi ucinit. Milosrdenstvi jeho spravedinosti se nad nami

Pane, dekujeme ti, Ze v nds prebyvds a ze muzeme byt soucdsti tvého pribytku. Prosime
té, pomoz ndm oslovit i jiné, aby [ oni sméli prebyvat ve tvé pritomnosti. Ve jménu

Pdne, amen.

Rich Pinkerton, Southminster Presbyterian Church


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQwZuTjFDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9mQwZuTjFDQ

MARCH 9
2 Chronicles 29:1-3

| like to observe house gates, front doors and metal lattices in towns and villages.
| like the thorough woodwork, the stones, and fine metalwork. | am interested in the
secrets of closed doors, and | like to imagine what is behind them. But a door is not
made only for its artistry. The purpose of the door is to keep different spaces separate
from each other.

There is a biblical testimony about how Hezekiah dealt with the space behind the
repaired temple door: He brought the priests and said to them: ,Now sanctify
yourselves, and sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers and carry out the
rubbish from the holy place.” (2Chr 29:5)

Doors separate spaces. Through doors comings and goings happen. We open the
door when we want to let something out, and we don't want to have it inside. Fasting
means cleaning. Beware - everyone cleans inside himself!

Yet the essence of Easter is of opening doors to welcome in. We open doors so that
the one who has the power to sanctify our lives may enter. Let the door be repaired
and prepared to be opened! The doors are opened because the stone is rolled away

from the tomb.

Lucie Slamova, Diaconia ECCB

9. BREZNA

2 Paralipomenon 29,1-3

Réada si vsimam vchodovych dvefi, bran dom( i mfizovi. Mam rada, jak se vyjima jejich
ddkladnéa prace dreva, kamene a jemného kovani. Laka mé tajemstvi zavienych dveri.
Predstavuji si, co se za nimi asi skryva. Dvefe nejsou jenom pro paradu. Maji udrzet
prostory oddélené.

Jak nalozil s prostorem za opravenymi dvefmi chramu kral Chizkijas? Pfived| knéze
a rekl jim: ,Ted se posvétte a posvétte i dim Hospodina, Boha svych otcd,
a vyneste ze svatyné, co je necisté.” (2Pa 29,5)

Dvermi se prichdzi a odchazi. Otevieme dvere, kdyz chceme vynést ven, co dovnitf
nepatfi. Plst znamena Uklid. Bible nas vybizi, abychom si udélali poraddek sami
v sobé.

Podstatou Velikonoc jsou ovsem oteviené dvere. Oteviené, aby vstoupil ten, kdo méa
moc posvecovat nase Zivoty. Otevieng, protoze ,kamen byl od hrobu odvalen”.

Lucie Slamova, Diakonie CCE




MARCH 10
Psalm 84:2-3

The Lord’s tent is not connected to a specific place, it is not something, that is hard
to reach. The passion of my soul's desire is for the house of the Lord = | live and
work, | have my troubles, | have burden of responsibility, something does not come
out well, something hurts me, | lose someone. And the passion of my soul's desire is
for refreshment, for a moment of quiet, for a prayer, for reading the Bible, for a church
service, for meeting with brothers and sisters in Christ. My heart and my flesh restore
and gain new strength.

Sarka Zacpalové, ECCB Prerov

10. BREZNA
Zalm 84,2-3

Hospodintv pribytek neni vazan na konkrétni misto, neni to néco obtizné
dosazitelného. Ma duse zmira steskem po Hospodinovych nadvorich = Ziji a pracuji,
mam starosti, tizi mé povinnosti, néco se nepodari, nékdo mé zrani, nékoho ztratim.
A moje duse dychti po obcerstveni, zmira steskem po chvilkach ztiseni, modlitby,
Cetby Pisma, bohosluzby, setkani s bratry a sestrami v Kristu. Mé srdce i mé télo se

obnovuje a nabyva nové sily. Obcerstvuje se a dostava posilu na dalsi cestu.

Sarka Zacpalové, CCE Prerov



MARCH 11
Genesis 9:8-17

Be merciful, just as your father is merciful

In the biblical story of the flood, the Lord first observes the wickedness of man, which
is multiplied. He regrets and is bothered by it. He decides to intervene, to take a very
radical step - exterminate everything alive.

Except for Noah, his family, and a couple of all the animals.

It is so clear and straightforward; we would almost say it was an "ideal" solution - to
eradicate evil along with all evil living, to remove evil and to start again. A new
creation with a sinless man. Still being the beloved naughty/headstrong child of God?
The terrible and just purge does not achieve the desired result. Humanity is not
changing.

God is changing. "l will never curse the earth for man's sake, even though every
creation of the human heart is evil from a young age. | will never again destroy all
living things, as | have done. "As a sign of this decision, the Lord enters into
a covenant with His creation. A contract that will be commemorated by a rainbow in
the sky.

Mankind is not changing, God is changing. He's coming to us, among us. People

decide to make end of him radically, forever by killing him on the cross.
But it's not over. It's a new beginning.
Mankind is not changing. Mankind had not changed into the good one.

Incomprehensibly beloved? We are accepted with our mistakes, and thus, despite it

all, radically transformed.

Jan Sobéslavsky, Diaconia ECCB

11. BREZNA
Genesis 9,8-17

Budte milosrdni, jako je milosrdny vas otec

V biblickém pfibéhu o potopé Hospodin nejprve sleduje zlovdli ¢loveka, kterd se
rozmnozila po zemi. Lituje a trapi se tim. Rozhodne se zakrocit. Hodné radikalné
zakrocit. VSechno zivé vyhubit. AZ na Noeho, jeho rodinu a po paru ze véech zvifat.

Je to takové jasné a pfimocaré, skoro bychom fekli ,idealni” feseni. Vymytit zlo spolu
se vsim zlym zivym. Zabit a zacit znovu. Nové stvoreni. Utopické, s nehfisnym
¢lovékem, s bezchybnym clovékem. Stale jesté tim milovanym zlobivym Bozim
ditétem?

Po strasné a spravedlivé Cistce neprichazi kyzeny vysledek. Lidstvo se neméni.

Méni se BUh. ,Uz nikdy nebudu zlorecit zemi kvlli clovéku, prestoze kazdy vytvor
lidského srdce je od mladi zly. Uz nikdy nezahubim vsechno Zivé, jako jsem ucinil.”
Na znameni tohoto rozhodnuti uzavira Hospodin smlouvu se svym stvorenim.
Smlouvu, kterou bude pfipominat duha na obloze.

Lidstvo se neméni, méni se Bah. Prichazi k nam. Mezi nas. Lidé se rozhodnou s nim
skoncovat. Radikalné, pro vzdy. Zabit. Na kfizi.

Neni to konec. Je to novy zacatek.

Lidstvo se neméni. Nestalo se dobrym.

Nepochopitelné milovanym? Prijatym se svymi chybami a tedy precejenom radikalné

proménénym?

Jan Sobéslavsky, Diakonie CCE



Be merciful, just as your father is merciful.

Bud'te milosrdni, jako je milosrdny vas otec.

Anna Magdalena + Anna Marie Sobéslavska (age 7 and 10 / 7 a 10 let)



MARCH 12
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22, Ephesians 1:7-14

We have Lenten period to let go of something unnecessary, to leave, to free. Right
now, we wish the pandemic had finally left us... I'm sure that's what we're working on,
but it's not the point. To this we are non-mercifully returned by the Bible: "In Him we

are redeemed, our sins are forgiven."

Here, inside, we need to heal, this is where our attention and care is directed. It's easy
to talk about things that are so much and like to talk about in public, things that we're
not responsible for. But then it happens that we are like the words in Psalm 107:4:
"They wandered through the desert, along the path of the wastelands, but they did
not find the cities of the seat of God." The only way we're going to find God is if we
find ourselves. When we stop lying to ourselves, put on masks (except for those on
the mouth and nose for protection) and hide.

A virus has settled in our software, which causes a change in our programming and
its influence we are going our own way. Only the word of our Programmer can heal.
He offers fasting as a reset. Rebuilding our lives of faith. But it can't be without our
activity! True, in Jesus Christ we are redeemed, his sacrifice is enough. We don't have
to add anything to it. But all of God's activities have a purpose, their "to." We are
saved, healed to live, to praise God for the wonders he does with us. He earned us
the praise of his glory (Eph 1:14).

That's our answer and working with God. We are offered God's armor (Eph 6), fighting
ourselves and the sin virus requires armed. No spiritual pacifism, no lying that
someone will fight it for us! Our mission is to glorify the Lord, both in words and in

our commitment to truth, justice, peace, and the proclaiming of the gospel.

If we think that it's too much for us, let's drop, leave something necessary, and

become freer for the mission God has earned us.

Lord, heal us. Amen.

Marek Zikmund, ECCB Prerov

12. BREZNA
Zalm 107,1-3, 17-22, Efezskym 1,7-14

Postni obdobi médme k tomu, abychom néco zbytného pustili, opustili, osvobodili se.
Momentalné si prejeme, aby nas konecné opustila pandemie... Na tom se jisté
pracuje, nicméné to neni tim podstatnym. Ktomu nas ne-milosrdné vraci Bible:
,V ném jsme vykoupeni, nase hrichy jsou nam odpustény.”

Tady, uvniti potfebujeme uzdravit, sem je smérovana nase pozornost a péce. Ono se
to snadno zakeca vécmi, o kterych se tolik a rado mluvi na verejnosti, vécmi, za které
my sami nemGzeme. Ale pak se stane, Ze jsme podobni slovim v Z 107,4: ,Bloudili
pousti, cestou pustin, mésta sidla Boziho vsak nenalezli.” Najdeme se s Bohem, jen
kdyz se najdeme se sebou. Kdyz si prestaneme nalhavat, nasazovat masky (kromé
téch na Usta a nos kvili ochrané) a schovavat se.

V nasem softwaru se usadil vir, ktery plisobi zménu naseho naprogramovani a jejim
vlivem si jedeme podle svého. Jediné slovo naseho Programatora dokaze vylécit.
Nabizi plst jako reset. Znovunastaveni naseho zivota viry. Bez nasi aktivity se to ale
neobejde! Pravda, v Jezisi Kristu jsme vykoupeni, jeho obét je dostaciva. K ni
nemusime nic pridavat, na to staci sam Jezis. Jenze vSechna Bozi aktivita ma svij Ucel,
své ,aby”. Jsme zachranéni, uzdraveni, abychom Zili, abychom vzdavali Bohu chvaly,

za divy, které s nami kona. Pfimo si nas vydobyl k chvéle své slavy (Ef 1,14).

To je nase odpoved a spoluprace s Bohem. Je ndm nabizena BoZi zbroj (Ef 6), boj se
sebou a svirem hfichu vyzaduje ozbrojeni. Zadny duchovni pacifismus, 7adné
nalhavani, ze to nékdo vybojuje za nas! Nasim poslanim je oslavovat Hospodina, jak
slovy, tak svym zavazkem k pravdé, spravedInosti, pokoji a zvéstovani evangelia.

Kdyby se nam zdalo, Ze je toho na nas moc, upustme, opustme néco zbytného

a staneme se svobodné&jsimi pro své poslani, ke kterému si nas Bh vydobyl.

Pane, uzdrav nds. Amen.

Marek Zikmund, CCE Prerov



MARCH 13
John 3:1-15

The story of Nicodemus coming to Jesus by night is one of my favorite Bible
stories. The stealth of this respectable Pharisee, who was a member of the Sanhedrin
council, the inner ring of First Century Jewish religious scholars and judges, is
noteworthy. He didn't want others to see him engaging in this dialogue with the
itinerant Galilean rabbi Jesus of Nazareth who'd been creating such a stir in
Jerusalem. Yet his curiosity and openness to considering whether this might indeed
be one sent from God egged him on to steal out to this nocturnal Q & A session with

Jesus.

It reminds me somewhat of our recent situation in the United States Senate, where
the articles of impeachment were weighed by our senators, and just a few
Republicans were willing- at their own political peril - to consider the merits of the
case against our former President as presented by the Democratic prosecution. As
we read John 3, we may wonder whether Nicodemus will actually step away from his
colleagues and become a disciple, based on his honest consideration of the questions
posed to him by Jesus, or will he retreat into safety, sticking with the more
comfortable path of security and so remain silent later on when Jesus is brought

before the Sanhedrin on the night of his arrest?

To be a disciple of Jesus Christ calls for courage. Those of us who lived through the
long years of totalitarianism in the Czech Republic and those of us who've recently
experienced the challenge to democracy in the United States know that discipleship
sometimes calls for a willingness to leave our familiar ways of viewing the world. It
takes being “born by the Spirit,” and a willingness to step out of the comfort of our

lives.

“If 1 have told you about earthly things and you do not believe,” says Jesus to
Nicodemus, "how can you believe if | tell you about heavenly things?” Faith is an act
of belief. It involves taking a risk. It takes stepping out there, whether by night or in
broad daylight, to start on the path toward spiritual insight and eternal life as we

follow where Jesus leads us.

Tom Forster-Smith, Chicago, IL

13. BREZNA
Jan 3,1-15

Pfibéh Nikodéma, ktery pfijde za JeziSem v noci, je jeden z mych oblibenych
biblickych textld. Kradmost jednani tohoto véazeného farizea, ¢lena Sanhedrinu,
nejuzsiho okruhu Zidovskych vzdélancd a soudcl prvniho stoleti, stoji za
povsimnuti. Nepral si, aby ho nékdo vidél pfi rozhovoru s tim potulnym galilejskym
rabinem, JeziSem z Nazareta, ktery v Jeruzalémé vzbudil takovy rozruch. Jeho
zvédavost a otevienost otazce, zda by snad tento Jezi$ skute¢né mohl byt seslany od
Boha, ho presto pfiméla podniknout tuto tajnou nocni vypravu.

Svym zpUsobem mi to pfipomina nedavnou situaci v Sendtu Spojenych statd, kdy
senatofi probirali body impeachmentu (byvalého prezidenta Donalda Trumpa).
Pouze nékolik republikani meélo odvahu — na vlastni nebezpeci — zvazit pfinosy
obzaloby vznesené demokraty. Pfi ¢teni 3. kapitoly Janova evangelia nam mozna
probéhne hlavou, zda se Nikodém rozhodne na zakladé svého upfimného uvazovani
nad otazkami, které mu polozil Jezis, odstoupit od svych kolegl a stat se ucednikem,
nebo zda se naopak stahne zpét do bezpedi a bude dale kracet po pohodInéjsi cesté,
aby pozdéji micel, kdyz Jezise v noci jeho zatceni pfivedou pravé pred Sanhedrin.
Byt ucednikem JeZise Krista, to chce odvahu. Ti z nas, ktefi prozili dlouha |éta totality
v Ceskoslovensku, i ti z nas, ktefi nedavno prozivali situaci ohrozujici americkou
demokracii, védi, ze byt ucednikem nékdy vyzaduje ochotu opustit vyslapané cesty,
zabéhnuté zplsoby vnimani svéta kolem nés. Vyzaduje to ,narozeni z Ducha”
a ochotu vystoupit z pohodli dennodenniho prozivani Zivota.

Jestlize nevéfite, kdyz jsem kvam mluvil o pozemskych vécech,” fika Jezis
Nikodémovi, ,jak uvéfite, budu-li mluvit o nebeskych?” Vira je cin, ktery vyzaduje
davéru. Obnasi urcité riziko. Abychom vykrocili za Jezisem na cestu duchovniho
poznavani, na cestu za vécnym zivotem, musime vykrocit do neznama, at uz je to

pokradmu v noci, nebo za bilého dne.

Tom Forster-Smith, Chicago, IL



MARCH 14, 4" Sunday of Lent
John 3:16

Unrequited Love

A poet once said: "When she loves him and he loves her back, it's a beautiful thing.
But it's terribly boring.” From the perspective of a poet or writer, unrequited love is
way more interesting. He loves her and she - NOTHING. That's the real plot! A great
story in which hope has a taste of despair and sadness is mixed with joy. Will she
notice me? When will she stop acting like | don't exist? When will she smile at me, call
me, answer my text message? Will she do something to make me see she loves me
too? Even a small hint would be great! What else can | think of to please her? What
else can | do to make her realize how much | love her?

| do understand poets. It is the real plot and you can easily describe 10 degrees of
the tormented soul and come up with at least 100 ways how to strike the attention of
your loved one, how to break the curse of being invisible. And there are thousands
of situations that can happen in such a relationship.

As a matter of fact, the plot of the Bible is a great story of unrequited love. God
decides to love humanity. And humanity? Human beings don't give
a damn. Humanity pretends not seeing God's love and we are able to be pretty
resourceful in showing God that we don't care for his love. The plot of the Bible is
that humanity consistently chooses violence over peace, hate over love and self over

community.

But God is patient and he is still trying. Maybe they'll notice. He did not give up on
this one-sided relationship. He likes those who don't like him. And he puts hope in
those who would not put their hope in him. God's love, which the New Testament
calls agape, is not an overwhelming desire or strong feeling, but a choice. The choice
everyone has to make over and over again. And it doesn't really matter if my loved

one disappointed me or did something terrible to me.

Have you ever been an object of hate? | mean, have you had the experience of
somebody hating you? It is a shattering experience. And it is a defining experience.
When we are hated, we have a choice. We can choose to ignore it, we can choose to
hate back or we can choose agape. The choice has nothing to do with those who
hate us and everything to do with who we decide to be.

And God made a choice. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and
gave the only Son, despite the fact that humanity has been rejecting him.

God'’s love has an essential quality though. It's generous. God loves humanity as if we
were better than we really are. God loves people who are angry and reckless, as if
they were kind and caring. Ordinary people, as if they were exceptional personalities.
This is not a lie or hypocrisy. It is a generous gift of love so we can truly become kind,
good, and compassionate in relationship with God who shares his story with us.

Ilvo Mares, Diaconia ECCB



Neopétovana laska

Jeden basnik fekl: Laska, kdy ona miluje jeho a on zase miluje ji, je sice krasna véc, ale
je to strasnéd nuda. Z pohledu basnika i spisovatele je mnohem zajimavéjsi laska
neopétovana, kdy jeden miluje toho druhého a ten druhy — NIC. To se pak dobre
pise. To je konecné poradna zapletka, velky pfibéh, v némz ma nadéje zéroven
pfichut zoufalstvi a kde se smutek misi s radosti. VSimne si mé? Kdy uz se prestane
tvafit, jako bych vibec neexistoval? Kdy se na mne usméje, zavola, odpovi na
esemesku? Udéla aspon néco, z ceho bych mohl poznat, Ze mé ma taky rad nebo
rada? | maly naznak by stacill Co mam jesté vymyslet, aby mé konecné vzal na
védomi? Co mém jesté udélat, aby vidéla, jak moc ji mam rad?

Chéapu basniky. O tom se opravdu dobre pise. Mzete popsat klidné 10 stupnd
rozervanosti duse a vymyslet si nejmin 100 zpGsobd, jak milovanou osobu zaujmout,
jak zlomit to prokleti nevsimavosti. A k tomu dalsich 1000 moznych i nemoznych
situaci, které v takovém vztahu mohou nastat.

Také bibli mdzeme Ccist jako jeden velky pribéh neopétované lasky. Bih si zamiloval
¢lovéka. A ¢lovek? Clovék mu na tu jeho lasku kasle. Velmi Gspésné déla, ze ji nevidi,
a dokaze vynalozit znacnou vynalézavost, aby dal Bohu najevo, ze o jeho lasku
nestoji. Vzdyt cela bible vypravi o tom, jak si lidstvo neustale libuje v nasili, misto aby
usilovalo o pokoj. A tam, kde mame jednat s laskou a laskavé, davame prednost
tvrdosti a nenavisti. A tam, kde mdzeme nécim obohatit spolecenstvi, myslime jen na

sebe a své vlastni zajmy.

A trpélivy Blh to stéle zkousi. Snad si toho viimnou. Nezlomil nad timto
jednostrannym vztahem hul, nevzdal to. M4 rad i ty, ktefi ho radi nemaji. A vklada
nadéji i do téch, ktefi by do néj svou nadéji nevlozili. Bozi laska, kterou Novy zékon
nazyva agapé, totiz neni neovladatelna touha ani hluboky cit, ale rozhodnuti.
Rozhodnuti, které vzdy znovu a znovu v nejrliznéjsich situacich déla kazdy sém za
sebe. A je vlastné jedno, jestli mé ten druhy nécim zklamal nebo mé v tu chvili
neuveéritelné stve.

14. BREZNA, 4. nedéle postni
Jan 3,16

Byli jste nékdy objektem nendvisti? Pokud mate zkusenost, ze vas nékdy nékdo
opravdu nenavidél, pak jisté vite, jak to s ¢clovekem zaclouma. Ale je to zkuSenost
velmi cenna. Kdyz vas nékdo nema rad, pak mate tfi moznosti. Mlzete to ignorovat,
mUzete se rozhodnout, Ze ho budete taky nenavidét (pfipadné mu i obcas zaskodit)
a mUZete se rozhodnout pro agapé. To rozhodnuti se déje nezévisle na tom, co na
to ten druhy — je to rozhodnuti, kym chci v tom vztahu byt ja.

A BUh se rozhodl. V tom je laska: ne ze my jsme si zamilovali Boha, ale Ze on si
zamiloval nas a poslal na svét svého jediného Syna, navzdory tomu, Ze jej lidstvo
odmité a zavrhuje.

Bozi laska ma totiz jesté jednu zasadni kvalitu — je velkorysa. Bih ma clovéka rad, jako
kdyby byl clovék lepsi, nez ve skutecnosti je. I lidi prchlivé a lehkomysiné mé rad, jako
by byli uslechtili. I lidi obycejné, jako by to byly osobnosti vyjimecné. To neni lez ani
pretvarka. Ale spis velkoryse darovany prostor k tomu, aby se clovék ve vztahu
k Bohu, ktery s nim sdili jeho pribéh, skutecné stal uslechtilym, dobrym a milosrdnym.

lvo Mare$, Diakonie CCE



MARCH 15
Exodus 15:22-27

Of Wood and Word

The period of Lent reminds of the journey of Israel in wilderness. It is a journey from
slavery to the promised land. Lent takes forty days, the journey took forty years.
According to the prophet Hosea, it was a period of Lord's dating Israel. At times, this
dating was quite tempestuous, arguments and reproaches were a fact of life there. In
spite of all this, the period has become a foundation of an eternal relation.

The two stopovers in the wilderness that we are reading about today, represent
a model of the forty years that would follow. The journey starts at the shore of the
Red Sea, the very sea that the Lord had thrown Egyptians into as they were hunting
Israel. But now, Israelites are getting thirsty and the first oasis they come across has
but water, that is bitter. Following God's instruction Moses heals the water: he throws
a piece of wood into the water and it becomes potable. It is here, | believe, that the
mystery of this story lies: the sentence “and the Lord showed him a tree” (verse 25)
could also read in Hebrew “and the Lord gave him a piece of advice”. Indeed, the
following verses seem to corroborate this reading. They deal with the obedience of
God and his commandments. On the symbolic level, the piece of wood stands for
God'’s word, or as Gregory of Nyssa puts it, it stands for the wood of Christ's cross. If
we throw this “wood" into our lives, if we obediently accept God's guidance for our
lives, then various bitter parts of our past and presence become potable, or rather:
bearable. If the stopover in Marah prefigured the Mount Sinai, where Israel received
the Law, then the stopover in Elim “where there were twelve springs of water and
seventy palm trees” clearly means the promised land.

The period of Lent is an opportunity to apply the wood of God's word to various
bitter lagoons of our lives. It is an opportunity to get them healed by God. And we
may ask ourselves: What is currently bitter water for me? And if | apply God's
assurance that | am his child and that he observes my steps with delight to this, what
will it do?

Petr Slama, ECCB

15. BREZNA
Exodus 15,22-27

O drevu a slovu

Postni obdobi pfipomina cestu pousti. Je to cesta mezi otroctvim a zaslibenou zemi.
PUst trva Ctyricet dni, cesta pousti trvala Ctyricet let. Podle proroka Ozease to byla
doba namluv mezi Hospodinem a Izraelem (Ozeas 11). Namluvy to byly bouflivé,
dochézelo pfi nich ke sporlim a a vzajemnym vycitkdm. Presto se tato doba stala
pevnym zakladem budouciho vztahu.

Dnesni verse o prvnich dvou zastavkach na pousti jsou modelem celych Ctyficeti let
putovani po pousti. Putovani zacind u Rudého more, do néhoz Hospodin smetl ty,
kdo Izraelce zotrocovali a nakonec ho chtéli zahubit. Na Izrael dolehla Zizen. Prvni
04aza, na kterou narazi, ma jen horkou vodu. Na BoZi radu Mojzi§ vodu v Mare uzdravi:
hodi do té vody drfevo a voda zesladne. Zde se, myslim, skryva klic k celému
vypravéni. Slova ,Hospodin mu ukézal difevo” (vers 25) mohou hebrejsky znamenat

X

také ,Hospodin ho vyucil radé”. A hned dalsi verse ukazuji, ze jde doopravdy o vic
nez o drevo: jde o to, jestli ¢lovék posloucha Pana Boha, dodrzuje jeho ustanoveni
a koné jeho vali. Tohle dievo symbolizuje BoZi slovo. Podle Rehofe z Nyssy
symbolizuje dievo Kristdv kiiz. Kdyz ho ¢lovék do zZivota pfijme, stanou se vsechny
mozné zivotni horkosti nécim, s ¢im se prece jen da smyslupiné zit. Jestlize byla
zastavka v Mare predobrazem hory Sinaj, kde Izrael dostane Desatero, je zastavka v

Elim predobrazem zemé zaslibené, kde je vieho dostatek.

Postni doba je dobou, kdy si méme do rGznych horkych vod a bazin svého Zivota
hodit dfevo Boziho slova a nechat si je Pame Bohem proménit. Ktera je ta horka
oblast mého zivota? Kdyz na ni pfilozim Bozi slovo, ujisténi, ze jsem Bozi dité a BUh

se zalibenim sleduje mou cestu, co to s tou horkosti udéla?

Petr Slama, CCE



MARCH 16
Psalm 107:1-16

My wife and | wonder together how the world will remember this time of the COVID-
19 pandemic. It has changed all of our lives and we have lost many dearly loved family
and friends. And we are not yet through this difficult time, in many ways it feels like
we are still wandering in a wilderness. As Psalm 137:4 says, “how can we sing a song
of the Lord" in a time like this?

And yet we are reminded in the Psalm from today, that the “steadfast love” of the
Lord “endures forever”. The Lord was with those who wandered in wastelands, who
hungered and thirsted, those in exile and prison. Just as the Lord is with those in
hospitals and those who weep and mourn for loved ones no longer with us. In this
painful and difficult time it is still true, the Lord’s “steadfast love endures forever”.

In fact, it is this truth | believe, that can sustain and give strength as we all navigate
this time of wilderness. After all, the wilderness is not a place absent of God, but
a place where humans have and will continue to encounter God. A place where we
recognize our need for God and God's steadfast love to sustain and guide us.

O loving a gracious God, we are walking through a challenging wilderness and are in
need of your love and strength. Provide for us today what you know we need, so that

we too can give thanks for your wonderful works and your steadfast love. Amen.

Rev. Ryan and Alethia White,

Iranische Presbyterianische Gemeinde Berlin, Presbyterian Church (USA)

16. BREZNA
Zalm 107,1-16

Casto se zenou premyslime, jak bude svét vzpominat na pandemii COVID-19. Viem
nam zmeénila zivoty a mnozi z nas pfisli o nékoho ze svych blizkych. A zatim ziejmé
nejsme na konci tohoto naro¢ného obdobi — v mnohém ma clovék pocit, jako
bychom stéle bloudili uprostfed divociny. Jak ¢teme ve 4. verdi 137. Zalmu: ,Jak
bychom vsak mohli zpivat pisert Hospodinovu” v takovéto dobé?

Dnesni zalm ndm vsak pfipomind, ze Bozi milosrdenstvi je vécné. Pan byl s témi, ktefi
bloudili v pustinach, ktefi ziznili a hladovéli, s témi, ktefi byli ve vyhnanstvi a ve vézeni.
Stejné tak je s témi, kdo pobyvaji v nemocnicich, at uz jako pacienti, nebo jako
personal, i s témi, kdo truchli nad ztrdtou milovanych. | v této bolestivé a tézké dobé
stale plati, ze ,Bozi milosrdenstvi je véné”.

Vérim, ze pravé tohle védomi nas mlze podrzet, dodat silu a provést nas touto
,divocinou”. | v divociné je Pan Blh pfitomen. Je to misto, kde se lidé setkavali
a nadale budou setkavat s Bohem. Je to misto, kde si naplno uvédomujeme potiebu
byt s Bohem, potfebu Boziho milosrdenstvi, které nas bude podpirat a vést.

Milostivy a dobrotivy BoZe, putujeme ndrocnou pustinou a potrebujeme tvoji ldsku
a posilu. Dej ndm dnes, prosime, to, co ty sdm Vis, Ze potiebujeme, abychom ti mohli

vzdavat diky za tvé skveélé Ciny i za tvé veécné milosrdenstvi. Amen.

Rev. Ryan and Alethia White,

Iranische Presbyterianische Gemeinde Berlin, Presbyterian Church (USA)



MARCH 17
John 8:12-20

After the long winter; after too much time spent in too little space; after the numbing
routine of quarantine and the longing for reconnection — we imagine the delight of
stepping out, once again, into the light. We squint and shield our eyes and try to take
in the world we thought we knew but which now appears — for a few seconds at least

— as alien as the moon.

In the Message translation of today’s gospel passage, Jesus says, “| provide plenty of
light to live in.” Sometimes it might seem like too much light, like more light than we
can handle, the kind of intense light and clarity that makes us want to return to the
darkness with which we had grown surprisingly comfortable. | think of Peter seeing
himself and his world in a whole new light after the amazing catch of fish in Luke 5.
Overwhelmed he says to Jesus, "Go away from me, because | am a sinful man!”

Or | think of what | believe is a harsh and holy light shining on our nation this past
year. So many of the painful realities and broken places that we have barely kept
under the surface of our national life have now been exposed: our radical racism and
violence and devotion to white supremacy — all laid bare.

And yet as Martin Luther King, Jr and other prophetic voices have taught us, it is only
when we let the light of Christ and the fresh air of the Holy Spirit touch our wounds
will we move towards healing. Only when we live in the welcoming light of Jesus will

we discover our capacity for compassion and peacemaking.

Mark Harper, Covenant Presbyterian Church, Athens, Georgia

17. BREZNA
Jan 8,12-20

Po dlouhé zimé, poté, co jsme stravili pfilis mnoho casu v pfilis malych prostorech,
po paralyzujici rutiné lockdownd a karantén, touzime po opétovnych shledanich,
lidské blizkosti, a predstavujeme si ten opojny pocit, az budeme zase moci vykrocit
do svétla. Mzourame, chranime si oci a snazime se pojmout svét, obnovit ten obrazek,
ktery jsme si v mysli uchovali. Ale ten svét se najednou — alespon zkraje na maly
okamzik — zda zcela jiny nez ten, na ktery si vzpominame ,ze dfivéjsich dob”,
najednou je Uplné cizi.

V dnesnim poselstvi evangelia Jezis fika: ,Ja jsem svétlo svéta; kdo mé nasleduje,
nebude chodit ve tmé, ale bude mit svétlo zivota.” Nékdy ndm mdze pfipadat, Ze to
mnozstvi svétla je prilis velké a jeho intenzita a jas v nas vzbuzuje touhu vrétit se do
temnoty, jiz jsme az pfilis snadno privykli. Vybavuje se mi zde Petr, ktery po onom
zazracném rybolovu v 5. kapitole LukaSova evangelia najednou vidi sebe a cely svij
svét v novém svétle. Zaskocen tim navalem pocitd, fika JeziSovi: ,Odejdi ode mne,
Pane, vzdyt ja jsem clovek hrisny.”

Myslim také na pfisné a svaté svétlo, jez bylo v prdbéhu celého posledniho roku
vrzeno na nas narod. Tolik bolestivych pravd, tolik trhlin, které byly doposud jakz takz
skryty pod povrchem, je najednou obnazeno: radikalni rasismus, nasili, oddanost

,dominanci bilé rasy” — to vSe najednou vysvita v plnosti své hriizy.

Presto prese vSechno, jak nas ucil Martin Luther King mladsi i dalsi prorocké hlasy:
jen tehdy, nechdme-li svétlo JeziSe Krista a Cerstvy vanek Ducha Svatého pUlsobit,
dotknout se nasich ran, jen tehdy budeme spét k uzdraveni. Jen tehdy, zijeme-Ili ve
svétle JeziSovy oteviené naruce, mizeme pochopit, kam az mlze sahat nase

milosrdenstvi a kde vsude dokazeme vnaset mir a pokoj.

Mark Harper, Covenant Presbyterian Church, Athens, Georgia



MARCH 18
Psalm 51

One of the basic pillars of every Christian community is, that we are able to forgive
each other. This is true for marriage and family as well as for a congregation, a village
and the whole society — and finally also for the whole world. Where people are
forgiving each other, there we can breathe better, there we are doing well, there is

peace.

It is not by chance, that we pray in the Lord’s prayer ,Forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us.” But we know, how difficult it can be, to forgive
each other and ask for forgiveness. Who asks for forgiveness, admits, that he or she
did something wrong. We know well the principle of revenge. And we sure also know
well the vitious circle, where everyone is waiting, that the other will change and will
step out of the vitious circle and asks for forgiveness. The other offended or insulted
me. So | am waiting for an apology. Such a situation can be the beginning of the end
of a marriage or friendship or a good neighborhood.

Psalm 51 is showing us a different way. It is a prayer for forgiveness and reminds us,
that the secret of forgiveness is God himself, in his mercy. | can pray to God with the
desire, that he will be merciful to me, that he will forgive me my sins. But | have to be
aware of my sins and | have to confess and regret them. Forgiveness needs our
repentance and our desire to restore relations, faithfulness, and trust. Psalm 51 is
really a school of repentance and forgiveness. It is an intimate encounter between
a person and God and as Christians we believe that Christ took our sins and liberated
us for a new life. Because of this we can build our life on the mercy of God, who is
giving us every day a new chance to live out of his forgiveness. Because of this we
can confess to the people around us, that we behaved badly, without love and
compassion and ask for forgiveness. And we can forgive them, who have us hurt. And
because God does the first step, we can also do the first step, even when we think,

that the other person should do the first step.

Merciful God, we ask you for your mercy for us. Help me also today, to live out of your
mercy and forgiveness, so that we will forgive, when somebody is asking me to forgive.
Help us and this world to take the possibility of forgiveness as a precious gift from you.

For this we thank you a praise you as our Lord and brother. Amen.

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, Prague




Jeden ze zakladnich piliti kazdého krestanského spolecenstvi je, Ze si umime
odpoustét. To plati pro manzelstvi a rodinu stejné jako pro sbor, obec nebo i pro
celou spolec¢nost — a koneckoncd pro cely svét. Kde si lidé navzajem odpousti, tam
Clovék maze lépe dychat, tam jsou dobré predpoklady pro spolecny Zivot.

Neni nahodou, ze v modlitbé Pané prosime: ,Odpust ndm nase viny, jako i my
odpoustime nasim vinikim.” Ale vime, jak mize byt tézké si navzdjem odpustit
a prosit o odpusteni. Kdo prosi o odpusteni, pfizna, Ze délal néco Spatné. My zname
dobre ten princip odvety, ktery se uplatiuje v politice, ale i v osobnim zivoté.
A zname také ten bludny kruh, kde kazdy ceka, az se ten druhy zméni, vykroci z toho
bludného kruhu a omluvi se. On mé prece zranil, ona mé prece urazila. Tak at’ se
omluvi. Takova situace mlze byt i zacatkem konce manzelstvi, pratelstvi nebo

dobrého sousedstvi.

Zalm 51 ndm ukazuje jinou cestu. Je to modlitba o odpusténi a pfipomina nam, ze
tajemstvi odpusteni lezi v Bohu samotném, v jeho milosrdenstvi. Smim se modlit
k Bohu a prosit, aby se nade mnou smiloval, aby mi odpustil moje hrichy. OvSsem
musim si svoje hfichy uvédomit a musim je pfiznat a litovat jich. K odpusténi patri
pokani a touha o napravu vztah( a diivéry. Zalm 51je pfimo $kola pokani a odpusténti.
Je to divérny rozhovor mezi ¢lovékem a Bohem a jako krestané véfime, ze prave
Kristus vzal na sebe nase hfichy a osvobodil nas k novému zivotu. Proto mizeme
stavét nas zZivot prave na tom milosrdenstvi Boha, ktery nam dava kazdy den novou
sanci Zit z jeho odpusténi. Proto pak mdzeme pfiznat i lidem kolem nés, Ze jsme se
chovali Spatné, bez lasky a bez soucitu a poprosit o odpusténi. A odpoustét tém, ktefi
nam ublizili a nas zranili. Protoze Blh déla ten prvni krok, mohli bychom také nékdy

udélat ten prvni krok, i kdyz myslime, ze by to mélo byt na tom druhém.

18. BREZNA
Zalm 51

Milosrdny Boze, prosime té o slitovdni nad ndmi. Pomoz ndm i dnes zit z tvého
milosrdenstvi a odpusténi, abychom i my odpustili, kdyz nds nékdo prosi o odpustént.
Pomoz nam a tomuto svetu primout moznost odpousteni jako vzdcny dar od tebe.
Dékujeme ti za tento dar a chvdlime té jako naseho Pdna a bratra. Amen.

Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, Praha



MARCH 19
Psalm 51:1-12

A Psalm of David set when the prophet Nathan came to him after David had
committed adultery with Bathsheba.

| remember years ago when | was in high school, a close friend of mine’s parents
were having marital troubles. The wife had gone outside of the marriage and
committed adultery with another classmate’s Dad. We were all a part of the church,
which made the whole affair all the more scandalous and confusing. | remember
hearing about it happening, and thinking, “how could someone from church do
that?” The concept of it seemed so vile, so destructive, hurtful and malicious.
| remember this being one of the first times | learned that good people can also make
terribly bad decisions. In the end, the wife ended up reconciling with her husband
and saving their marriage and keeping their family together. | remember thinking
that her husband, my close friend's father, was some kind of superhero for being able
to work through that and forgive her for cheating on him. | can only surmise that he
was able to carry through it all because of the grace of God giving him strength and
cleansing the soul of his wife and creating in her a pure heart. God sustains us
through the hardest of trials and does so with a steadfast and always supportive
embrace. It was evident that God had breathed his holy spirit into their lives and
washed away their iniquities.

Heavenly Father, grant us your wisdom and guidance so that we may be able to come
as honest people before you. That we may retain the strength to sustain through the
hardest of setbacks. Lord, cleanse our souls as we come before you as your humble,
dedicated servants. See in us what we would rather not examine and show us the way
to redemption, the path to righteousness. Lord, we pray for your continued guidance
as we go through our lives, acting as agents of your love. In Jesus name we pray,

Amen.

Mark Etzel, Southminster Presbyterian Church

19. BREZNA
Zalm 51,1-12

Davidlv zalm, kdyz k nému pfisel prorok Natan, protoze vesel k Bat-sebé.

Kdysi davno, kdyz jsem chodil na stfedni $kolu, prozivali rodi¢e mé blizké kamaradky
manzelskou krizi. Slo o to, ze Zena byla nevérna svému muzi s otcem dalsiho
spoluzéka. Vsichni jsme chodili do kostela — o to vice skandalni a nepochopitelna pro
mé cela ta aféra byla. Vzpominam si, ze kdyz jsem se dovédél, co se stalo, fikal jsem
si: ,jak mohl nékdo z kostela néco podobného provést?” Takové jednani mi pripadalo
ohavné, destruktivni, zrafujici, podlé a zakerné. Byl to jisté jeden z prvnich okamzikd,
kdy jsem si uvedomil, Ze i dobff lidé nékdy udélaji hodné Spatna rozhodnuti. V tomto
pfipadé se nakonec Zena se svym muzem usmifila, zachranila manzelstvi a zabranila
rozpadu rodiny. Vzpomindm si, ze jsem si tehdy fikal, Ze ten muz, otec mé blizké
kamaradky, musi byt néjaky superhrdina, kdyz se pres takovou situaci dokézal prenést
a odpustit své Zené, ze ho podvedla. Mohu se pouze dohadovat, Ze celou situaci ustal
s pomoci Bozi; Pan mu daval silu a ve svém milosrdenstvi ocistil dusi i srdce jeho zeny.
Pan BUh nas podporuje v dobach nejtézsich zkousek, na jeho naruc i posilu se
vzdycky mizeme spolehnout. Bylo zfejmé, ze Pan seslal svého Svatého Ducha do
zivotd téchto lidi a smyl jejich nepravosti.

Nebesky Otce, dej ndm moudrost a ved nds, abychom pred Tebe mohli predstupovat
Jjako poctivi lidé. Dej ndm, abychom si dovedli udrzet Tvoji silu a Cerpat z ni v téch
nejtézsich chvilich. Pane, ocisti nase duse, kdyz pred Tebe predstupujeme jako Tvi
pokorni a oddani sluhové. Ty v nds vidis vsechno to, co bychom my sami radéji
nezkoumali. Ukazuj ndm cestu ke spaseni, cestu ke spravedInosti. Pane, prosime, ved’
nds dal na cesté nasimi zivoty, necht dokdzeme byt posly Tvé lasky. Ve jménu Pdna

Jezise, amen.

Mark Etzel, Southminster Presbyterian Church



MARCH 20
John 12:1-11

A picture of a beautiful community at a table - one of the sisters, who served to Jesus
completely practically: with food and drink, the other one with an unexpected
profession of love and devotion: she anointed Jesus’ feet with an expensive oil, and
their brother grateful for the given life: with his company — was disturbed only by
Judas and his staged (?) care for the need of the poor... But didn't he actually express
our perplexity from the whole story, as well? Don't we, too, find Mary’s act a bit too
extravagant? The profligacy of Mary's profession surely wasn't accidental. We can
see that the story is not a ,wasting challenge” — it is an encouragement for not being
afraid to give the most expensive we have when Jesus comes in question. To give
everything there, where we feel we meet Jesus. Not to be afraid to switch off the
reasonable justifications why not to do it, when there comes the singular moment,
and not to be afraid to ridicule or discredit oneself. There is no instruction for it and
such moment is very difficult to recognize. It is easier to join the crowd, almost fully
assembled to wave the palm leaves and to cry hosanna. That also surely is a one
great profession. But without the first one who starts to wave and cry, there would
be no-one to join... Mary encourages us wiht her act not to wait for the others and
to join Jesus ourselves, in our singular way. We don't have to be afraid that we would
embarrass ourselves. Let's believe that Jesus won't leave us in it alone, either, and he
will confess our profession, yes, he will use it as another stone for the mosaic of his

work of salvation.

Mary's way of profession is definitely the only possible one. That community around
Jesus, there also was Martha with her furtive service and Lazarus who was ,just”
nearby for Jesus. He didn't do anything special or visible, yet he got the greatest of
the gifts: the gift of life.

Jesus, please stay with us when we seek our way how to be with you in close
relationship, and please let us not to be shy to express our faith even in some surprising

way when we get an opportunity for it. Amen.

Jifina Kacenova, ECCB

20. BREZNA
Jan 12,1-11

Obraz krédsného obecenstvi u stolu, pfi némz jedna ze sester slouzila Jezisovi zcela
prakticky: jidlem a pitim, druha necekanym vyznanim lasky a oddanosti, kdyz mu
pomazala nohy vzacnym olejem, a jejich bratr plny vdécnosti za darovany Zivot svou
spolec¢nosti, narusil jen Jidas svou hranou (?) starosti o potfeby chudych. Ale
nevyjadril tim vlastné i nase rozpaky nad celym pribéhem? Nezda se i ndm ten Mariin
¢in az prilis marnotrany? Ta rozmafilost Mariina vyznani jisté nebyla ndhodna. Vzdyt
v tom pribéhu nejde o vyzvu k plytvani, nybrz o povzbuzeni k odvaze vydat to
nejcennéjsi, co mam, kdyz jde o JeziSe. Vydat se plné tam, kde citim, Ze jdu JezZiSovi
naproti. Nebat se vypnout rozumna zdlvodnéni, pro¢ to neudélat, kdyz jde
o jedine¢nost okamziku, a nebat se treba i zesmésnit ¢i znemoznit. Neni na to zadny
recept a tézko se takova chvile odhaduje. Je jednodussi pridat se k zastupu, ktery se
jiz témér shromazdil, aby zacal mavat palmovymi ratolestmi a volat hosanna. | to je
jisté velké vyznani. Jenze bez toho prvniho, ktery zacal mavat a volat, by nebylo ke
komu se pfidat... Marie nas svym cinem povzbuzuje, abychom necekali na druhé
a sami se k Jezisi priznali svym vlastnim jedinecnym zptsobem. Nemusime se bat, ze
se ztrapnime. Véfme, Ze ani nas v tom Kristus nenecha samotné a pfizna se k nasemu
vyznani, ano pouzije ho jako kaminek do mozaiky svého dila spasy.

Mariin zplsob vyznani jisté neni ten jediny mozny. V tom spolecenstvi kolem JeziSe
byla také Marta se svou nenapadnou sluzbou a Lazar, ktery byl ,jen” Jezisi nablizku.

Ten neucinil nic vyznamného a viditelného, a prece dostal dar nejvétsi — dar Zivota.

Pane JeziSi, prosime, stuj prfi nds, kdyz hleddme tu svou cestu, jak byt s Tebou v tom
nejuzsim vztahu a dej, az se nestydime vyjadrit svou viru tieba i néjakym prekvapivym

zpuisobem, kdyz k tomu budeme mit prileZitost. Amen.

Ji¥ina Kacenové, CCE



MARCH 21, 51" Sunday of Lent
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Contracts, agreements and treaties follow us throughout our lives. They may refer to
property, employment or marriage. There are pacts and treaties among states, there
are agreements about world oceans and even space. These contracts should
establish interaction without conflicts and affirm that conflicts will be reconciled if
they arise. In Czech language you can express all these terms with one word:
smlouva, the same term is used for the covenant in Jeremiah 31.

There is also an agreement between our churches PCUSA and CCE. The parishes that
are thousands of miles distant, divided by the ocean, with different historical
experience and languages, long for better cooperation. They think over how to
exchange experiences, how to come closer together in worship and mutual respect.
At the beginning is an agreement that both sides undersign.

We have built such a relation between parishes ten years ago. We agreed to
encourage one another in faith, help and support each other in mission activities.
We want to achieve this through building new person to person contacts, affinity,
and by worshipping together. Many things were positive and led our communities
to feel the glory of our Lord. It was quite difficult to translate the sermons and
prayers, but we want to go on. This agreement of partnership has potential and we

want to continue.

In the book of the prophet Jeremiah we read about the covenant written on their
hearts. It shows the relationship between God and man. Its transgression is not
a legal offence, but it is a transgression in the relation to God. And God gives us
hope: “they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest... | will forgive
their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.” (Jer 31,34) There are no more

the tables of stone, but transformed hearts and above all, God’s mercy.

Lord our God, we thank you for the patience with us. Thank you for your Word which
gives us hope. We pray for the parishes on both sides of the Atlantic, so they find

inspiration and encouragement through your word. Amen

Jana Buzkova, ECCB Vsetin

21. BREZNA, 5. nedéle postni
Jeremias 31,31-34

Smlouvy a dohody nas provazi celym zivotem. Tykaji se majetku, zaméstnani nebo
manzelstvi. Jsou smlouvy, které mezi sebou uzaviraji obce nebo staty. Jsou smlouvy
o vyuzivani mofi i smlouvy o vyuzivani vesmiru. Obecné by dodrzeni smlouvy mélo
zarucit nekonfliktni interakci vSech zUcastnénych stran.

| mezi sbory PC USA a CCE existujf ur¢ité dohody. Sbory, které kromé tisice kilometr(i
rozdéluje ocean, historickd zkuSenost a rodny jazyk, hledaji napli spolupréace.
Premysli, jak si vyménovat zkusenosti, jakym zplsobem sdilet bohosluzby, jak
navazovat vztahy. Na zacatku jejich vztahu je smlouva, kterou spolu sbory uzaviou.

My jsme do vztahu s nasim partnerskym sborem vstoupili téméf pred deseti lety.
Dohodli jsme se, ze se chceme vzajemné povzbuzovat ve vife, poznavat se
a podporovat se v misijnich aktivitdch. K tomu necht ndm pomdze vytvareni vztah
mezi jednotlivci, ale i sdilené bohosluzby. Mnohé se nédm povedlo
a poslouzilo ke slavé Bozi! Pripravit dobre preklady obou kazani je ale velmi narocné.
Nedokazeme to kazdy rok. Dohoda o nasem partnerstvi ma vétsi potencial, nez cemu
my dokazeme dostat.

V Jeremiasové proroctvi se piSe o nové smlouve vepsané do srdce. Smlouva je tu
pfirovnanim vztahu mezi Bohem a clovekem. Jeji poruseni neznamena pravni
prestupek, ale jde o poruseni vztahu s Bohem. A Bih davé nadéji. ,Sv(j zakon jim
dém do nitra, vepisi jim jej do srdce.” Uz nerozhoduji kamenné desky, ale

nasmeérovani k Bohu, proménéni nasich srdci a predevsim milost Bozi.

Pane BoZe, dékujeme, Ze mas trpelivost se svym lidem. Dékujeme za slovo, které nam
dadvd nadéji. Prosime za sbory na obou strandch Atlantiku, aby v tvém slovu nachdzely

inspiraci a povzbuzeni. Amen

Jana Buzkové, CCE Vsetin



MARCH 22
Psalm 119:9-16, Isaiah 43:8-13, 2 Corinthians 3:4-11

There is a fascinating set of juxtapositions within today’s Lenten texts: the pursuit of
purity vs. the impossibility of achieving it; the power of human agency vs. the
incompetence of human agents; the obligation to live towards God vs. the unique
ability of God to draw us towards Godself. Collectively, these texts speak
a stabilizing word about the paradoxes of life lived before God. That word is that we
human beings cannot make sense of ourselves and our projects apart from our life
in God. Strive as we might and fail as we do, all of our existence is caught up in one
in whom we “live and move and have our being.” Neither our greatest
accomplishments nor our worst failures occur outside the realm of God's providential
activity in the world and intimate actions in our lives.

Lent can remind us of this stabilizing word spoken to our paradoxical
existence. Rather than seeing it as a time of “preparing ourselves for the grace of
God" (as if we could do anything to prepare ourselves for God's grace), we can see
it as a time of growing in awareness of that grace. Rather than seeing it as
a liturgical season with distinct habits and disciplines, we can see it as a time to give
closer attention to the habits and disciplines that ought to mark our entire
lives. Rather than seeing it as a time of sacrificing things, we can see it as a time of
discerning between the transient things we enjoy and the enduring things upon
which we depend. So be reminded again, today, that your life is not only lived before
God but, through the work of Jesus Christ, caught up in God’s own life, which is the

greatest and most stable of paradoxes.

Mark Douglas, Columbia Theological Seminary

22. BREZNA
Zalm 119,9-16, Izajas 43,8-13, 2. Korintskym 3,4-11

V dnesnich postnich textech je vedle sebe Uzasny soubor textl: na jedné strané je tu
cil cistoty, na druhé nemoznost jejiho dosazeni, moc lidské cinnosti oproti jeji
neschopnosti, povinnost zit prfed Bohem proti jedine¢né Bozi schopnosti nas
sjednotit se samotnym Bohem. Celkové hovori tyto texty o paradoxech zivota pred
Bohem. Lidé nemohou mit smysl ve své praci a sami v sobé oddélené od Boha.
Snazime se a chybujeme, celd nase existence vystihuje to, ze ,zijeme, pohybujeme
se a jsme”. Ani nase nejvétsi vykony ani nejhordi selhani se nedéji mimo Bozi
plsobeni ve svété a v nasich Zivotech.

Postni doba nam pripomina toto pevné slovo vyslovené v nasi paradoxni situaci.
Spise nez pochopit ¢as jako ,pfipravu sebe samych na BozZi milost” (abychom mohli
udélat néco k pripravé na ni) mizeme ho chapat jako ¢as pro vnimani této rostouci
milosti. Spise, nez abychom toto obdobi vnimali podle liturgie spojené s pokanim
a jinym jednanim, mizeme tento Cas chapat jako dobu vétsi pozornosti, kterou se
méa vyznacovat nas vnitini zivot. Vice nez doba pro to odevzdat véci to mize byt
obdobi rozlisSovani pomijejicnosti, v kterych mame zalibeni a trvalych véci, na které
se spoléhame. Tak si dnes znovu pfipomenme, Ze Zivot neZijeme jen pfed Bohem,

ale diky JeziSové Cinu v Bohu, coz je jeden z nejvétsich a nejstabilnéjsich paradoxd.

Mark Douglas, Columbia Theological Seminary



MARCH 23
Acts 2:14-24

| am struck with this scene from the Day of Pentecost, that day when unusual things
seemed to happen, because of what Peter goes on to remind us. He reminds us of
the prophet Joel, who said, “..God declares that | will pour out my Spirit upon all
flesh...” To me, that is one of the miracles and mysteries of this text. The Spirit will be
poured out upon all flesh. Not some of it. Not most of it. Not just on some and not
the others. It will be poured on all. And that means not only will the young see visions
and the old will dream dreams, but that all of us are capable of amazing good.

We often look at others and make distinctions between the "haves” and the “have
nots.” We think “they are poor” and “they are rich.” Of course, in some ways this is
true. However, when we do this we run the risk of focusing on what a person does
not have as opposed to what they do possess. It is a scarcity vs abundance mindset.
If we actually believe that the Spirit has been poured out on all flesh, then maybe we
could act like it. Maybe then we will stop looking at another and only seeing “how
poor” they are. Maybe then we will be able to look at them and come to understand
the gifts that they do possesses, gifts that can be used for the good of the
community. This is not to deny poverty in anyone’s life. Rather, it is a call to also
affirm their humanity and their gifts, oftentimes hiding in plain sight. Humans are
capable of so many wonderful things. There is an abundance of gifts in everyone
around us. Can we see it?

Dear Lord, we thank you for the abundance of gifts you have so generously given to
us in your grace, mercy, love, and more. We thank you for the gift of your Spirit, poured
out on us and upon all. Help us to look for your life-giving Spirit in each one we

encounter. Amen.

Andy Kort, First Presbyterian Church of Annapolis

23. BREZNA
Skutky 2,14-24

Tato scéna ze dne Letnic, kdy se dély prapodivné véci, mne vzdy zasahne a udivi
kvlli tomu, co nam zde Petr v nasledujicich slovech pripomina, totiz slova proroka
Joele: ,...pravi Bih, vyliji svého Ducha na vsechny lidi.” Pro mne je toto jednim ze
zazrakd a tajemstvi tohoto textu. Duch bude vylit na vsechny lidi. Ne na nékteré. Ne
na vétsinu. Ne jen na nékteré a na jiné uz ne. Bude vylit na vSechny. Znamena to

jsme schopni neuveéritelného dobra.

Casto pozorujeme druhé a rozlisujeme mezi témi, kterym ,bylo dano”, a témi, kterym
nebylo. Rikdme si, ,ti jsou chudi” a ,ti jsou bohati”. Svym zptisobem je to samoziejmé
pravda. Vystavujeme se ale riziku, Ze se budeme soustfedit pouze na to, co dana
osoba nemd, na rozdil od toho, ¢im disponuje. Je to zplsob mysleni, v némz proti
sobé klademe nedostatek a hojnost. Pokud vsak skutecné véfime, ze Duch byl vylit
na vsechny lidi, pak bychom se podle toho méli chovat. Mozna se pak prestaneme
divat na ostatni pohledem, ktery vidi jen, jak jsou ,chudi”. Mozna pak dokazeme
vnimat jejich obdarovani, kterymi dokazou obohatit své spolecenstvi. Nemam timto
v umyslu popirat chudobu v nécim Zivoté. Je vsak tfeba vyzdvihnout lidstvi
a obdarovani, které Casto neni na prvni pohled vidét. Lidé jsou schopni tolika
bajecnych véci. Kazdy z nas oplyva hojnosti darll. Dokazeme je vidét?

Pane BoZe, dékujeme Ti za hojnost dard, kterymi jsi nds ve svém milosrdenstvi
a ldsce tak velkoryse obdaroval Dékujeme Ti za dar Ducha, ktery je vylit na nds
na vsechny. Pomoz ndm hledat Zivotoddrného Ducha v kazdém, koho potkdame.

Amen.

Andy Kort, First Presbyterian Church of Annapolis



MARCH 24
John 12:34-50

As | reread this passage of John, | am always comforted by Jesus’ words to the
disciples: “The light is with you a little longer. Walk while you have the light so that
the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not know
where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may
become children of light”. At the time Jesus reached out to his disciples many did
not truly understand the depth of what he meant.

Even though they had seen many signs they still did not believe in him. On the other

hand, many did believe, even some of the authorities!

During this year of the worldwide pandemic most of us have struggled to see the
light of Jesus in the darkness of what seems like endless efforts to beat the silent

enemy — the virus. We

claim the sovereignty of God yet many days it is hard to have

hope—so much is beyond our understanding.

Recently, | thought of how the world turns from light to
darkness and to light again every day. Once again, our God
has done something beyond our imagination! So, each day
as | greet the morning light, | remind myself again of the
miracle of daily light and put my trust and hope only in our
Lord. This hope has comforted me many days when | find
myself wondering how this pandemic will end.

O God our Creator, by whose mercy and might the world turns
safely from light to darkness and to light again I give into your
hands my unfulfilled hopes and unsolved problems, knowing

that you are our sure defender, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Joan Murdoch, Sewickley Presbyterian Church

24. BREZNA
Jan 12,34-50

Vzdy, kdyz si znovu procitdm tento text z Jana, nalézdm Utéchu v JeziSovych slovech
ucednikdim: ,Jesté jen na malou chvili je svétlo mezi vami. Dokud mate svétlo,
neustavejte v ceste, aby vas neprekvapila tma; kdo chodi ve tmé, nevi, kam jde.
Dokud mate svetlo, verte ve svétlo, abyste se stali syny svetla.” V dobe, kdy Jezis
takto k uc¢ednikim mluvil, mnozi nedokézali dohlédnout hloubku a vyznam toho, co
fikal. Pfesto, ze vidéli mnoho, stale v Ného nevéfili. Na druhou stranu tu byli mnozi,

ktefi uveérili, dokonce mezi né patfili i statni Urednici...

V tomto roce poznamenaném pandemii jisté mnozi z nas tapou a jen tézko nalézaji
JeziSovo svétlo uprostred temnot. Boj s tichym, neviditelnym nepfitelem, virem, se
zda nekonecny. Hldsame, ze Pan Blh je vsemohouci. Mnohdy je ale tak tézké vidét
nadéji, kdyz tolika vécem nedokazeme porozumét.

Nedavno jsem premyslela o tom, jak se kazdy vecler svét nofi
do temnoty a rano se zase probouzi do svétla. Znovu a znovu
BUh cini néco, co Ize téZko obsahnout nasi predstavivosti. A
tak kazdy den, kdyz se rdno probudim, uvédomuiji si zazrak
denniho svétla a svoji divéru i nadéji vkladam do Bozich
rukou. Tato nadéje mi dodéava silu v téch mnohych dnech, kdy
nemohu prestat myslet na to, zda a jak tahle pandemie jednou
skondi.

Pane Boze, nds stvoriteli, jehoz milosrdenstvim a moci se svet
bezpecné nori do temnoty a opét probouzi do svétla, do Tvych
rukou vkladdme své nenaplnené nadeéje
a nevyresené problémy, s védomim, Ze Ty jsi nds ochranitel,

ktery nad ndmi neustdle bdi, skrze JeZiSe Krista, naseho Pdna.

Joan Murdoch, Sewickley Presbyterian Church

Grandchildren at Dawn



MARCH 25
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29, Deuteronomy 16,1-8

Unleavened bread is not especially tasty. But it exists. Why does the LORD command
His people to eat unleavened bread? Does He not wish us to eat anything better?
Why shall we fast before Easter?

Tough unleavened bread is a good food for a journey. We leave the old leaven of
slavery behind. Although the unleavened bread is not especially tasty, it smells of the
freedom which is before us.

Fasting before Easter is not especially pleasant, but it is freeing. We leave the old
bondage behind. We leave the fear of losing oneself, the fear of losing our place in
and the appreciation of society and we head for the open gate of the freedom by
which Christ set us free. (Galatians 5,1)

Blessed Lamb of God, be our relief and provision on the way to Eternity. Amen.

Pavel Pokorny, ECCB

25. BREZNA
Zalm 118,1-2, 19-29, Deuteronomium 16,1-8

Nekvaseny chléb neni zrovna chutny. Je ponékud tuhy. Pro¢ Hospodin pfikazuje
svému lidu jist nekvasené chleby? Coz ndm nepreje néco lepsiho? Pro¢ bychom se
méli postit pred Velikonocemi?

Tuhy nekvaseny chléb je dobrym pokrmem na cestu. Nechdvdme za sebou stary kvas
otrocké mentality. Ackoli nekvaseny chléb neni zrovna chutny, prece voni svobodou,
ktera je pred nami.

Plst pred Velikonocemi neni zrovna prijemny, ale je osvobodivy. Nechavame za
sebou starad pouta. Nechavame za sebou strach o svou existenci, misto a ocenéni ve
spolecnosti a smefujeme k oteviené brané ke svobodé, kterou nam vydoby! Kristus.
(Ga 5,1)

PoZehnany beranku BoZi, bud  nasi posilou a pokrmem na cesté k vécnosti. Amen.

Pavel Pokorny, CCE

The Last Supper by children of the ECCB Praha-StfeSovice Congregation
Posledni vecere v pojeti déti ze sboru CCE v Praze-Stie$ovicich



MARCH 26

It is challenging to give thanks and trust in God's enduring love when all in life seems
upside down. Whether it is at a personal level, or an overall humanity level, gratitude
is often elusive during difficult times. Yet scripture tells us that if we hold firmly to His
word and His love, we will shine among a ‘warped and crooked generation’.

The last 15 years has sustained great loss for me personally. Have | questioned God's
presence at times? — yes. Yet, in following the promise of scripture | have held tight
to faith over fear, to love over anger, and to hope in God's abiding love. Having
come to a place of practicing gratitude daily, | have found that even on my worst
days, there IS much for which to be grateful. Peace is not the absence of problems,
but the ability to offer gratitude and receive God's love in the midst of them.

"Do everything without grumbling or arguing”..... not an easy charge. Certainly we
know people whose primary comfort zone is to complain. It is often easier to absorb
that negativity than to find God's peace in our souls. | have a vision by which | escape
outside forces and maintain inner peace. It is a ‘pink bubble’ which | crawl into in my
mind. It provides me solace against the outside forces of negativity, anger, and hate.
I invite God inside. | feel peace and am confident that | am witnessing that peace to

the darkness which surrounds me.

Only God, whose love endures forever, will provide the healing which allows us to
‘enjoy abundant peace and security’ restoring our souls to a place of peace.

Practicing gratitude is the largest stepping stone on that path.

Dear Lord, as we walk alongside our own shadow, do not leave it all behind. Leave

only that which slows our path in hubris. Amen.

Alison and Kit Whitacre, Annapolis, MD

26. BREZNA

Neni jednoduché vzdavat diky a véfit v neustavajici Bozi lasku ve chvilich, kdy se zda,
Ze je vsechno v nasem zivoté jaksi vzhiru nohama. At uz se jedna o osobni rovinu,
nebo o celospolecenskou, vdécnost se v tézkych dobach tézko kresa. Pismo nam
vsak fika, ze pridrzime-li se pevné Boziho Slova a Jeho lasky, budeme ryzimi Bozimi
détmi ,uprostred pokoleni pokfiveného a zvraceného”.

Uplynulych patnact let pro mé bylo poznamenano velkou ztratou. Ptate-li se, zda
jsem nekdy pochybovala o BoZi pfitomnosti, musim odpovédét, ze ano. S vyhledem
na sliby Pisma jsem se vsak pevné drzela viry namisto strachu a lasky namisto hnévu.
Snazila jsem se neztracet nadéji v trvalost Bozi lasky. Vytvofila jsem si zvyk
kazdodenné vzdavat diky a uvedomila jsem si, Ze i kdyZ mam opravdu hodné Spatny
den, vzdycky je dost veci, za které mohu byt vdécna. Pokoj nespociva v absenci
problémd, ale ve schopnosti vzdavat diky a pfijimat Bozi lasku i béhem téchto
tézkych chvil.

,VSechno délejte bez reptani a bez pochybovani”... to neni zrovna jednoducha vyzva.
Kazdy jisté zndme mnoho lidi, ktefi nalézaji Utéchu v tom, Ze si stézuji. Casto je
jednodussi vstrebat tuto negativitu nez najit ve své dusi Bozi pokoj. K udrzeni
vnitiniho pokoje a utéku od vnéjsich sil mi poméaha vizualizace ,rizové bubliny”, do
které si ve své mysli zalezu. Je to moje Utocisté pred silami jako je negativita, hnév ¢i
nenavist. Zvu Pana Boha do své bubliny. Vnimam pokoj a citim jistotu, Ze svij pokoj
dokazu zvéstovat temnoté, kterd mé obklopuje.

Jediné Pan BUh, jehoz laska trvd vécné, mize poskytnout uzdraveni, které nam
umoznuje ,zakusit hojny pokoj a bezpeci”. Takové uzdraveni obnovuje pravy pokoj
v dusi. Trénovani vdécnosti je nejlepsim odrazovym mdstkem na této cesté.

Pane Boze, krdcime podél svych stind. Prosime, abychom si dokdzali ponechat to
podstatné a odloZit to, co nds na nasi cesté zpomaluje; aroganci, namyslenost. Amen.

Alison and Kit Whitacre, Annapolis, MD



MARCH 27
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, Mark 1:14-15

Time. Tonight, people in the Czech Republic will turn their clocks ahead one
hour. People in the United States have already done so on 13-14 March. Many of us
have experienced leaving church on Sunday only to meet those coming in who have
forgotten to change their clocks. But do we really know what “time” it is? We
complain about “losing an hour” in the Spring, because we are accustomed to think
in chronos time. Not so for the Scriptures. Both Ecclesiastes and Jesus talk about
kairos time. That is, thinking and experiencing not the tyranny of measured minutes
that we claim as ours, but the stately movement of seasons that are God's times,
when conditions are right and fitting. Today, can we stop, even for a while, to
contemplate the immensity and beauty of God's creation? Or the Good News that
God has never and will never forsake us? Can we break the slavery of chronos, even
for a little while?

God of all seasons, in your pattern of things there is a time for keeping and a time for
losing, a time for building up and a time for pulling down. Slow me down, Lord! By
the quieting of my mind steady my harried pace with a vision of the eternal reach of
time. In this season of Lent as we journey to the cross, help me to discern in my life
what | must lay down and what | must take up, what | must end and what | must
begin. Give me grace to lead a disciplined life, not in counting the hours but in the
sureness of a season of faithfulness and joy that comes from a closer walk with
Christ. Amen.

Barbara A. Renton, Czech Mission Network

27. BREZNA
Kazatel 3,1-8, Marek 1,14-15

Cas. Dnes v noci si ho lidé v Ceské republice prefidi o hodinu dopfedu. Ve Spojenych
statech toto probéhlo uz v noci ze 13. na 14. bfezna. Mnozi z nas uz jisté zazili situaci,
kdy pri odchodu z kostela potkavame ty, ktefi na posun casu zapomnéli a dorazili
tudiz o hodinu pozdéji. Dokazeme vsak skutecné fici, ,kolik” (hodin, casu) vlastné je?
StéZzujeme si, Zze na jafe ,pfichazime o hodinu”, protoze jsme zvykli uvazovat
v intencich casu, kterému se fika chronos. Pro Pismo toto neplati. Jak Kazatel, tak
i Jezi$ mluvi o Casu, ktery se nazyva kairos. Jde tu o prozivani nikoli tyranie utikajicich
minut, které povazujeme za své, ale o majestatni plynuti obdobi, Boziho casu, v némz
do sebe vse zapada. DokaZzeme se dnes alespon na chvili zastavit a rozjimat nad
nezmérnosti a krasou Boziho stvoreni? Nad tou Dobrou zpravou, ze Pan nas nikdy
neopustil a ani neopusti? Dokazeme, byt jen na okamzik, prestat otrocit chronu?

BoZe, Pane nade vsim casem, ve tvém uspofadani je cas pro opatrovani i cas, v némz
ztrdcime, je cas budovat i Cas borit. Prosime té, Pane, dej ndm, abychom dokdzali
zpomalit. Zklidni nds uspéchany rezim, abychom se dokdzali ztisit a videt pred sebou
tvoji vécnost. V tomto postnim obdobi, kdy putujeme ke tvému kfizi, daruj ndm
schopnost rozlisit, co mame v Zivoteé odloZit a o co naopak usilovat, co je tfeba ukoncit
a s ¢im zacit. Dej nam, prosime, dostatek sebekdzné, ne k pocitani kazdé minuty, ale
k nalézani jistoty casu milosti a radosti, ktera prameni z BoZi blizkosti, kdyZ chodime

po boku Pdna. Amen.

Barbara A. Renton, Ceska misijni sit



MARCH 28, 6 Sunday of Lent
Mark 11:8-9

Jesus' Passover Parade

Palm Sunday is the day the church celebrates Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
But if | am honest, | struggle with Palm Sunday. Other than marking the start of Holy
Week, what difference does it make? Sure, it's the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecy — Jesus is the true king, but so what? It's a nice story, Jesus organizing and
starring in His own parade. But what difference does it make for us today? We know
Palm Sunday isn't the day Jesus asserts His rule, that the real action is still to come.
So why do we make such a big deal of Jesus riding into the city on a donkey?

In his book, A Million Miles in a Thousand Years, Donald Miller tells the story of his
friend Bob Goff and the New Year's parade his family started. Bob realized it's more
fun to be in a parade than it is to watch one. So, he made a rule: no one was allowed
to watch their parade, but anyone could participate in the parade.

And that, | think, is the heart of Palm Sunday — Jesus converts parade watchers into
parade participants. Throughout His ministry Jesus invited women and men to be to
be in relationship with Him, teaching and journeying with them. On Palm Sunday,
Jesus allows the disciples to be part of the parade, and in some respects, they
generate the most attention with their shouts of joys and declarations of praise.

Upon entering Jerusalem though, Jesus doesn't go to the palace, doesn’t overthrow
the Roman government, doesn't claim His right to the throne. Instead, Jesus goes to
the temple and cleans house, driving out all the merchants who have defiled it. Jesus
makes Himself at home not in the palace but in the temple where He teaches the
crowds daily about the kingdom of God. At the temple, Jesus invites more people to

participate in God's story.

The best part of Jesus’ parade is that it's not over! He is still converting parade
watchers into parade participants. He calls out to each one of us, inviting us to be in
relationship with Him. He invites us to join in the singing of God'’s faithfulness and to
participate in His ministry of reconciliation.

How will you make the jump from watching what God is doing to participating with
God?

Tara R. Thompson, Southminster Presbyterian Church Pittsburgh, PA



Jezishv velikono¢ni privod

Na Kvétnou nedéli slavi cirkev Jezislv triumfalni vjezd do Jeruzaléma. Mam-li vsak
byt upfimna, s Kvétnou nedéli tak trochu zédpasim. Kromé toho, ze timto dnem zacina
velikonocni tyden, vlastné UpIné nechapu, pro¢ na ném tolik zélezi. Samoziejmé, pini
se zde proroctvi ze Starého zékona, Jezis je opravdovy kral. No a? Je to pékny pribéh,
Jezis, ktery si usporada svUj vlastni privod, v némz je on sém hvézdou. Ale co z toho
mame my dnes? Vime, ze Kvétna nedéle neni dnem, kdy Jezi$ nastoli svoji vladu,
a 7e ta prava ,akce” teprve prijde. Tak proc tolik rozruchu kvili Jezisovi, ktery vjizdi
do mésta na oslikovi?

Donald Miller ve své knize A Million Miles in a Thousand Years (Milion mil za tisic let)
vypravi pribéh svého pfitele Boba Goffa, ktery se svou rodinou zacal poradat
novoroc¢ni privody. Bob si uvédomil, Ze je mnohem zabavnéjsi se priivodu Ucastnit,
nez se na néj jen divat, a tak vytvoril toto pravidlo: privod nesmi mit zadné divaky,
ale kdokoli se ho mize Ucastnit.

Myslim, Ze pravé toto je jadrem Kvétné nedéle: Jezis z divakd prlvodu ucinil jeho
Ucastniky. V pribéhu svych kazani za sebou vzdy zval Zeny i muze, chtél s nimi
navazovat vztahy, putovat a ucit spolecné s nimi. Na Kveétnou nedéli Jezis uc¢edniky
zve, aby byli soucasti privodu. V nékterych ohledech zfejmé pravé oni poutali nejvice
pozornosti svymi radostnymi vykfiky a slovy chvaly.

Kdyz vsak Jezi$ vstoupi do Jeruzaléma, nezamifi do paléace, nesvrhne fimskou vladu
ani nevymaha pravo na trdn. Misto toho se vypravi do chramu, aby jej vyklidil. Vyzene
odtud vsechny trhovce, ktefi toto svaté misto pospinili. Neusidli se v palaci, ale
v chréamu, kde denné kaze davim o kralovstvi Bozim. V chréamu mUze do Boziho

pribéhu prizvat vice Ucastnika.

28. BREZNA, 6. nedéle postni
Marek 11,8-9

Na JeZisové prdvodu je nejlepsi to, ze jesté neskoncil. Z divakd pravodu Pan Jezis
nadéle ini jeho Ucastniky. Kazdého z nés vola a zve nas, abychom vstoupili do vztahu
s Bohem. Zve nés, abychom se pfipojili ke zpévu o Bozi vérnosti a abychom se
Ucastnili kazani o smifeni.

Pojdme se zamyslet, jak prestat byt neztcastnénym pozorovatelem Boziho konani
a stat se jeho aktivnim ucastnikem.

Tara R. Thompson, Southminster Presbyterian Church Pittsburgh, PA



MARCH 29
John 12,1-11

Mary and Judas. Two of Jesus” nearest ones.

Mary acts in an inadequate way. Her action raises questions. Why is she doing this?
Why right now? Why in front of the people? Why in such an intimate way? Why does
she simply worship Jesus in a such inappropriate way?

Mary shows us: there are situations when it is appropriate to worship Jesus Christ.
Even in an inadequate way. Out of gratitude for what he did for us. Out of joy that
he has come to our house. And that he is still among us. And because it is not certain
whether such an oportunity will come again. Mary acts, without any words.

Judas raises objections. We can understand him. His objections correspond to our
thrift: to use our resources wisely. He shows his interest in diaconical projects. He
reminds people who are in need. So Judas” objections are adequate.

But Judas is just talking, without any actions.

Jesus sides with Mary. He sides with the one who comes honestly, selflessly. With the
one who comes with gratitude. He does not judge the level of our respect. Jesus
does not need our respect, it is us who need respect him. And remember what he
did for us. And remember that he is present. Because his presence is what is worth
investing in.

Lord, thank you that you want to be God with us. Let us learn how to be with you. And
with the others. Amen.

Martin Horak, ECCB Brno

29. BREZNA
Jan 12, 3-4

Marie a Jidas. Dva z JeziSovych nejblizsich.

Marie jedna nepfimérené. Jeji jednani vzbuzuje otézky. Proc tohle déla? Proc pravé
v tuhle chvili? Proc¢ pred lidmi? Proc takto ddvérné, intimné? Proc prosté JeZiSe uctiva
takovym nevhodnym zplsobem?

Marie nam ukazuje: jsou situace, kdy je na misté JeziSe Krista uctit. Treba
i nepfimérenym zplsobem. Treba z vdécnosti za to, co pro nas udélal. Z radosti, ze
prisel do naseho domu. A Ze je jeSté mezi nami. A protoze neni jisté, jestli se takova
prilezitost bude opakovat. Marie jedna beze slov.

Jidas vznasi namitky. Rozumime mu. Jeho namitka odpovidé nasi spofivosti: chceme
uzivat prostfedky s rozmyslem. Jidas projevi zajem o diakonické projekty. Pfipomina
lidi, ktefi jsou v nouzi. JidaSovy vyhrady jsou tedy na misté.

Jidas ale jen mluvi, nedéla nic.

Jezi$ strani Marii. Strani tomu, kdo pfichazi upfimné, nezistné. Strani tomu, kdo
prichazi s vdécnosti. On nehodnoti miru nasi Ucty. Jezi$ nepotrebuje nasi Uctu, to my
potfebujeme obracet se knému s Uctou. Pfipominat si, co pro nas udélal.
Pfipomenout si, Ze je pfitomen. ProtoZe jeho pfitomnost je tim, do ceho stoji za to
investovat.

Pane, dekujeme, ze chces byt Bohem s ndmi. Dej, at se ucime, jak byt s tebou.

A's druhymi. Amen.

Martin Horak, CCE Brno



MARCH 30
Psalm 71:5-6

How far do our memories go?

According to researchers, for most people the oldest memory is from the time after
their third birthday. The previous time is lost in the fog. And yet the psalmist dares
to confess to God: | have relied on you since you brought me forth from my
mother's womb.

He goes beyond memories.

He enters the space of hope.

Even for a time we know nothing about, he counts on God.
Faith dates back to before birth.

How far does our experience go?

We know the human path only until the moment of death. None of us has a
personal experience of death. Subsequent time is lost in the twilight. And yet we

confess that Christ rose from the dead and opened eternal life for us.

We go beyond experience.
We enter the space of hope.
Even for a time we know nothing about, we count on God.

Faith extends beyond the grave.

God, my hymn about you will always

Jifi Tengler, ECCB

30. BREZNA
Zalm 71,5-6

Kam az sahaji nase vzpominky?

Podle badatell je u vétsiny lidi nejstarsi vzpominka z doby po tretich
narozeninach. Predchéazejici Cas se ztraci v mize. A presto se zalmista odvazi Bohu
vyznat: Na tebe jsem odkazan uz ze Zivota matky, oddélil sis mé v matciné nitru.

Jde za hranici vzpominek.

Vstupuje do prostoru nadéje.

| pro ¢as, o némz nic nevime, pocita s Bohem.
Vira saha az pred zrod.

Kam az sahaji nase zkusenosti?

My zname lidskou cestu pouze do okamziku umrti. Osobni zkusenost se smrti
nikdo z nas nema. Nasledny cas se ztraci v seru. A pfesto vyznavame, Ze Kristus
vstal z mrtvych a oteviel vécny zivot i pro nas.

Jdeme za hranici zkusenosti.

Vstupujeme do prostoru nadéje.

| pro ¢as, 0 némz nic nevime, pocitame s Bohem.

Vira sahéa az za hrob.
Boze, chvalozpév mdj o tobé bude znit stdle.

Jifi Tengler, CCE



MARCH 31, Holy Week
Psalm 70, Hebrews 12:1-3, John 13:21-32

Throughout Jesus life, we are taught by example and engaging conversations even
in the last days on earth. Jesus sat calmly at the table with the disciples. He passed
the bread and spoke clearly to them. “I give you a new commandment. Love one
another as | have loved you. You must love one another.” Jesus explained to them
that they could not follow him, but they must be disciples. Judas left the table. Jesus
warned Peter of his denial. Do we follow Judas and Peter?

We are tempted. Our lives and world overflow with challenges, decisions, problems.
Through dismal times, Jesus taught by example. We are challenged and have
a model of discipleship.

Our lives are a constant race. Do we craft the skills of being a disciple? As an athlete
in constant training, are we disciplined to love as Jesus loved in our daily lives even
through great obstacles? Are we focusing on the finish line?

Life's journey is short. Let us challenge ourselves daily to love even in the midst of
obstacles. Be a disciple. LOVE one another as Jesus loved us. With thanksgiving and

Jjoy, help us to keep our eye constantly on the greatest finish line!

Betty McGinnis, Czech Mission Network

31. BREZNA, streda (,¢kareda”)
Zalm 70, Zidam 12,1-3, Jan 13,21-32

Cely svij Zivot, véetné poslednich dni, ucil Pan Jezis prikladem a rozhovory. Jezis sedi
s uCedniky u stolu a je zcela klidny. Lame chléb a rozdava jej, mluvi jasnym hlasem.
,Nové prikazani vam davam, abyste se navzajem milovali; jako ja jsem miloval vas,
i vy se milujte navzajem.” Jezis jim vysvétluje, Ze ho nemohou nasledovat, avsak maji
byt jeho ucedniky. Jida$ odchézi od stolu. Jezis varuje Petra, Ze jej zapfe. Chceme
nasledovat Jidase a Petra?

Jsme v pokuseni. NaSe zZivoty, nas svét pretékaji vsemi moznymi vyzvami, problemy,
tézkymi rozhodnutimi. V neveselych casech udil Jezis prikladem. Toto je pro néas
vyzva, mame pred sebou priklad, jak nasledovat Pana, jak byt jeho ucednikem.

Cely nas zZivot je zdvod. Dbame v ném na zdokonalovani schopnosti byt Jezisovym
ucednikem? Mame dost sebekazné, abychom dokazali trénovat, tak jako trénuji
denné Spickovi atleti, lasku k bliznimu, kterou médme denné prokazovat i pres velké
prekazky? Soustfedime se na cilovou caru?

Cesta zZivotem je krdatkd. Ucme se dennodenné prokazovat ldsku navzdory prekazkam.
Budme ucedniky. Miluime se navzdjem tak, jako Pdn Jezis miloval nds. Pomoz ndm,
Pane, abychom s diky a s radosti soustredili svij zrak na cilovou cdru.

Betty McGinnis, Ceska misijni sit



APRIL 1
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Disciples usually do not understand Jesus. And if they do, then only in flashes. They
often understand him only superficially - as if they were in danger of relapse, of
falling back into a state when they did not know Jesus at all. | think this is
a pretty good picture of our humanity, and therefore the path of faith: we are fragile.
We need ongoing spiritual renewal so that we do not become stagnate and return
to the old patterns of behavior and thinking.

On the other hand: the apostles have already experienced something, they have
understood something essential. And there is no going back for them. | think this
applies similarly to every spiritual journey. We know there is no going back. But
paradoxically, the old stuff is constantly holding on to us.

Jesus is sovereign in that story. He knows everything. It is clear to him what awaits
him, what his mission is. He knows what his disciples think of him. But Jesus is
a special sovereign. He will do something that will overturn all human ideas about
a spiritual leader (let alone ideas about an embodied God). He won't let disciples
wash his feet. But he washes their feet. He does not act like a master but like
a "rab," a servant. And Peter doesn't understand. This is against his conventional
conception of how things should work in a teacher-student relationship. It is another

step to detach himself from old way of life and thinking as well as images about God.

God is the ruler, but he rules as a servant. And he serves as a lord. Washing feet may
be a picture for our forgiveness. When | forgive, | do not seek revenge. | am not
consumed by bitterness and hatred, though I will not forget the wrong. Thanks to
being washed in God's grace, | will cut off the injustice so that it does not rule me or
the relationship.

But it's like draining the tub. It is not a one-time process. The water does not drain
immediately. The feet aren’t washed right away. The feet tend to get dirty all the time
by walking in this world.

"Ye also ought to wash one another's feet, and ye also to forgive one another.
Blessed are you, if you do so.”

Rev. Jifi Saméula, ECCB Litoméfice



Ucednici JeZigovi vétdinou nerozumi. A pokud uZ, tak to jsou takové zablesky. Casto
mu rozumi jen povrchné. Jako by jim hrozila recidiva padu do stavu, kdy JeziSe
neznali viibec. To je myslim docela dobry obraz naseho lidstvi, potazmo cesty viry:
jsme kiehci. Neustale potrebujeme aktualni duchovni obcerstveni, abychom
neustrnuli, abychom se nevraceli ke starym vzorclm chovani a mysleni.

Na druhou stranu: apostolové uz néco prozili, néco podstatného pochopili. A uz pro
né neni cesta zpét. To je myslim podobné pfi kazdé duchovni cesté. Vime, ze neni
cesta zpét. Ale paradoxné, toho starého se nas neustale néjak drzi.

V tom vypravéni je Jezis suverén. VSechno vi. Je mu jasné, co ho cekd, jaké je jeho
poslani. Vi, co si o ném mysli jeho ucednici. Ale Jezis je zvlastni suverén. Udéla néco,
co prevraci na hlavu vsechny pfirozené lidské predstavy o duchovnim vidci (natoz
o vtéleném Bohu). Nenecha si myt od nich nohy. Ale myje nohy on jim. Nechova se
jako typicky Pan, ale jako ,rab”, jako sluzebnik. A Petr to nechape. Jde to asi proti
jeho tradi¢nim predstavam, jak by to ve vztahu ucitel-zak mélo chodit. A je to pro
néj dalsi krok, aby se odpoutal od svého starého zpUsobu Zivota

a uvazovani a také predstav o Bohu.

Ze Biih je sice vladce, ale vladce jako sluzebnik. A je sluzebnik jakozto Pan. Mozné to
myti nohou je prave také obraz pro nase odpousténi. Kdyz odpoustim, nedoplacim,
nejsem uziran horkosti a nenavisti. Kfivdu sice nezapomenu. Ale diky omyti Bozi

milosti kfivdu ostfihnu tak, Ze mé neovlada a neovlada ani ten pripadny vztah.

Ale je to jak vypousténi vany. Neni to jednorazovy proces. Voda neodtece hned. Ty
nohy se neumyji hned. A ty nohy se maji tendenci tou chlizi po svété neustéle Spinit.
.| vy mate jedni druhym nohy umyvat, i vy méate jedni druhym odpoustét. Blaze vam,
jestlize to takeé Cinite.”

Jiri Saméula, farar CCE, Litoméfice

1. DUBNA
Jan 13:1-17, 31b—35

Painting created by a group of Diaconia ECCB clients
in Litoméfice led by Helena Hingarova.

Obrazek vytvorili klienti litoméfické Diakonie CCE pod
vedenim Heleny Hingarové.




APRIL 2, Good Friday
John 18:1-19:42

Before the recording of time God created: the day and the night, the stars and
sun, the earth, water, and land alike. God placed animals to roam the earth and
made human beings to care for their well-being. God saw what was created and
called it good.

In the middle of creating, God paused and breathed breath into humanity giving
air to breathe. Giving God's own life into flesh as a promise that God is always in
our midst.

It is in this context that we see Jesus on a cross, that we hear Jesus’ last cry "My
God, my God, why have your forsaken me?” It is here we pause and wonder where
is God?

This past year, our lives have stopped. Work for many has become scarce, tears
are shed as people cannot be close to loved ones as they breathe their last, bellies
rumble signaling hunger, and governments implement lockdowns to keep the
masses safe. As if a global pandemic was not enough, oppression of the meek
continues and economic gaps grow larger. Jesus’ words, "My God, my God, why

have your forsaken me?” ring ever true.

Reminders of God among us spring forth, but tears for what use to be still flow.
Therefore today, a day that reminds us more than any other day in the Christian
year that God, Jesus, was human is especially important. It is today that we
remember Jesus wept for his friend Lazarus after he died. Today we see Jesus
betrayed by a friend and alone in a garden. Today we see Jesus confronted by an
unjust empire, as he is condemned to death on a cross. Today, more than any
other day, we are reminded that Jesus knows what it is like to be human: weak,
alone, afraid, and forsaken.

We know the promise that is to come on Easter morning. But to be an Easter
people, we must sit with Good Friday. This day the earth trembles, sorrow is too
much to bear, and we cling to the promises of creation that God is always with us.
It is this promise that will see us through the grey shadows until Easter comes.

God, you are a God of breath and life, but you know all too well the sorrows of
being human. Today we grieve for all our world has lost this past year, and we cling
to the promises that are to come. Amen.

Christina Cosby, PCUSA World Mission



Na pocatku casu stvoril Blh den a noc, hvézdy a slunce, Zemi, vodu i pevninu. Dal
vzniknout také rozlicnym zvifatim a posléze stvoril clovéka, aby se o vse staral.

Pan Blh na vse shlédl a ekl si, Ze to, co stvoril, je dobré.

Uprostied tvoreni se Blh zastavil a vdechl Zivot ¢lovéku. Dal ¢lovéku dar dychat.
Blh tak dal Zivot bytostem z masa a kosti, jako zaslibeni, ze je vzdy uprostred
nas.

V kontextu tohoto textu, kde vidime JeziSe na kfizi, volajiciho ,Boze mUj, Boze mdj,
proc jsi mne opustil?” jsme nuceni zastavit se a premyslet o tom, kde je Bah.

V uplynulém roce se naSe zZivoty zastavily. Pro mnohé se stala prace vzacnou
komoditou. Zalem puké srdce, kdyz nemdzeme byt s nejbliz$imi, ktefi naposledy
vydechnou. Mnoho lidi nema co do Ust, vlady zavadéji jeden lockdown za druhym
ve snaze ochranit zdravi svych obcanl. A jako by snad celosvétova pandemie
nestacila, utlacovani slabych pokracuje a ekonomické nlzky se déle rozeviraji.
JeziSova slova ,Boze mdj, Boze mdj, proc jsi mne opustil?” rezonuji s neustavajici

naléhavosti.

Bozi pritomnost mezi ndmi se nam tu a tam pfipoming, ale smutek, v némz
nedokazeme vidét jeji uZiteCnost, casto prevlada. Dnesek nam vice nez kterykoli
jiny svétek v kfestanském roce pfipomina JeziSovo Clovécenstvi a dllezitost této
skutecnosti prave nyni. Na tento den si pfipominame, ze Jezis plakal pro svého
pritele Lazara, ktery zemrel. Pravé dnes vidime JeziSe zrazeného pfitelem, Jezise
osamoceného v zahradé. Vidime JeziSe tvari v tvai mocné fisi, nespravedlivé
odsouzeného ke smrti na kfizi. Dnes, vice nez kdy jindy, si pfipominame, ze Pan

Jezis vi, jaké je byt clovekem: slaby, osamoceny, vystraseny, opustény.

2. DUBNA, Velky patek
Jan 18,1-19,42

Vime o zaslibeni, které ma pfijit na velikono¢ni rano. Ale abychom byli
velikonoc¢nim lidem, musime setrvat u Velkého péatku. Dnes se otfasla zemé,
smutek je k neunesenti, ale my spoléhdme na zaslibeni, ze Blh je vzdycky s ndmi.
Ze na nas dohlédne i pies $edé stiny, dokud nepfijde Velikono¢ni rano.

Boze, ty jsi Blh dechu a Zivota, ale prilis dobre znds, jak tizi byt clovékem. Dnes
v zdrmutku myslime na to, o¢ nds svét prisel v uplynulém roce. A spoléhdme se na

zaslibeni, ktera prijdou. Amen.

Christina Cosby, PCUSA World Mission



APRIL 3 3. DUBNA

Job 14:1-14, Lamentation 3:1-9,19-2, Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16, Job 14,1-14, PIac¢ 3,1-9,19-24, Zalm 31,1-4, 15-16,
1 Peter 4:1-8, Matthew 27:57-66, John 19:38-42 1. PetrGv 4:1-8, Matous 27,57-66, Jan 19,38-42

Easter Sunday Night
endures the one
who goes deeper,

the one who after Saturday's

helplessness
grasps the dream of the

faith. Nedeéli Velké noci

hloubéji proZije ten,
kdo po sobotni bezmoci

uchopi viry sen.

Dan Zarsky, Diaconia ECCB /
Diakonie CCE, Vsetin



APRIL 4, Easter Sunday
John 20:1-18

This is our story, the story of people, who are on the way to enter the grave.
Some of them are walking,

some of them are afraid,

some of them are breathless,

some of them are faster than others.

These are our (in)sights — big stones and emptiness — burdens and black holes!

We are crying when standing at the graveside.

We think that the gardener is an undertaker, who buried the body of the Lord.
We think that this world is nothing more than a den of robbers, where even
bodies can be stolen.

We are hopeless.

It is a grave situation. Like my namesake | also run for my life.

God, give me wisdom not to overlook the breadcrumbs of real life — neatly
folded kerchief.

This is not the theology of theologians, but the message of the Almighty.

It is the story where the folded kerchief means resurrection.

God, give me the understanding that even the voice of a gardener can be the
voice of your Son.

Because the Gardener whom we have met created by his word the Garden of all
gardens

and the Cross of His Son is the Tree of Life.

When | accept such simple truths then | am on my way home.
It is the return of your disciple and prodigal one.
This is our story, the story of people, who are on the way home.

Petr Penaz, ECCB

4. DUBNA, Vzkriseni Pané
Jan 20,1-18

Je to nas pribéh, pribéh o lidech, ktefi jsou na cesté k hrobu.

Nektefi jdou,

nékteri se boji,

nékteri ztraceji dech,

néktefi jsou rychlejsi nez ti druzi.

To, co vidime na prvni pohled, je veliky kdmen a prazdnota

— bfemena a Cerna dira naseho Zivota.

Stojice pfed hrobem, placeme.

Mame za to, ze zahradnik je funebrak, ktery nékde zahrabal télo Pané.

Mame za to, ze svét neni vic nez peles lotrovska; misto, kde se kradou i mrtva

téla.

Jsme zoufalci.

Také jako mUj jmenovec bézim zavod o zivot. Vstupuji do hrobu.

Boze, at neprehlédnu drobecky skutecného zivota — peclivé svinuty Satek.

To neni teologie farard, je to vzkaz, epistola Boha na vysostech.

Zijeme piibéh, ve kterém svinuty $atek znaci zmrtvychvstani.

Boze, dej mi poznat, Ze i hlas obycejného zahradnika mize byt hlasem tvého
Syna.

Protoze Zahradnik, kterého potkavame, slovem stvoril Zahradu vSech zahrad

a Kfiz Jeho Syna je Stromem zivota.

Tehdy se mohu vratit domd.
Jako ucednik ¢i marnotratny syn

— domU do otcovského domu.

Petr Penaz, farar CCE ve Vysokém Myté



